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Planning Department 

Oconee County, Georgia 

STAFF REPORT 

 

VARIANCE CASE #: 7825 

 

DATE: June 17, 2019 

 

STAFF REPORT BY: Grace Tuschak, Planner 

    

APPLICANT NAME: Beall & Company, LLC 

 

PROPERTY OWNER: William G. & Kathryn D. Hayes 

 

LOCATION: 1320 Colliers Creek Road 

 

PARCEL SIZE: ±1.31 acres 

 

EXISTING ZONING: AG (Agricultural) 

 

EXISTING LAND USE: Single-family residential 

 

TYPE OF VARIANCE REQUESTED: Hardship Variance 

 

REQUEST SUMMARY: The property owner is requesting approval of a hardship variance to allow a detached 

garage to be placed in the front yard of a residential property  

 

DATE OF SCHEDULED HEARINGS 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: July 2, 2019 

 

ATTACHMENTS: Application 

  Narrative 

  Plat  

  Aerial Imagery 

  Zoning Map  

  Representative Photos 

  Future Development Map 

  Concept Plan 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION & FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

HISTORY 

 The subject property has been zoned AG since the original adoption of the zoning map in 1969. 

 A single-family residence was constructed on the subject property in 1974. 

 A 288 square foot outbuilding was placed on the property in 2010. 

 

VARIANCE DESCRIPTION 

 The owner is requesting approval of a hardship variance for relief from Section 348.a of the Unified 

Development Code: 

o Section 348.a - Private garage or carport 

 A private freestanding (detached) garage or carport is allowed, and must be at least 

200 feet from the nearest street right-of-way or it must be in the rear or side yard. 

 

 The owner is requesting the build a detached garage in the front yard of the subject property, due to limited 

space in the side yard. No rear yard exists on the subject property because it is a corner lot.  

 

PUBLIC FACILITIES  

 County services, facilities, and infrastructure should not be affected by the present request. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

 No 100-Year Flood Plain or Jurisdictional Wetland areas are located on the site.  

 

 

 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

THE ANALYSIS OF THE APPLICATION IS MADE BASED UPON THE “STANDARDS FOR HARDSHIP 

APPROVAL” AS SET FORTH IN SECTION 1304.03 OF THE OCONEE COUNTY UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT 

CODE: 

Hardship variances may be granted in such individual cases of unnecessary hardship upon a finding by the 

Board of Commissioners that all of the following conditions exist: 

a. Are there extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of property in 

question because of its size, shape, or topography?   
The subject property is a corner lot and therefore has two front yards, two side yards, and no rear yard. Due 

to the small lot size, there are no locations in the front yard that would satisfy the requirement for a detached 

garage to be placed at least 200 feet from nearest street right of way. Behind the residence are wooded areas, 

a septic tank, and a drainfield, which further restrict the area available for additional accessory structures. 

Because of these conditions, locations to the rear or side of the residence that would permit construction of a 

detached garage are exceptionally limited. 

 

b. Does the application of requirements in the Unified Development Code create an unnecessary hardship 

to this particular piece of property?   

The strict application of the requirements of the UDC would create an unnecessary financial hardship to the 

property owners, as they would have to construct an additional driveway or extend the existing driveway in 

order to access the detached garage.   

 

c. Are conditions creating the need for the hardship variance peculiar to the particular piece of property 

involved?  
The conditions are peculiar to the particular property involved because it is a corner lot with small acreage, 

and because of the limited open space to the side or rear of the residence due to the placement of septic 

infrastructure.  
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d. Will relief, if granted, not cause substantial detriment to the public good or impair the purposes and 

intent of the Unified Development Code? 

 The purposes of UDC Section 348.a are to preserve the character and aesthetic integrity of single-family 

residential areas. The existing residence is oriented facing Colliers Creek Road. If relief were granted, the 

detached garage would be placed in one of the property’s front yards (along Hilltop Road) but would 

appear to be in the side yard because of the orientation of the residence. Placement of a detached garage in 

the proposed location should not be injurious to the character or aesthetic integrity of the surrounding 

neighborhood and staff holds that relief would not be detrimental to the public good nor impair the 

purposes and intent of the UDC.  

 

 

 

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION & CONDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based upon the standards and limitations for hardship variance approval, this request does meet the necessary 

criteria to grant a hardship variance as submitted.  
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