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Planning Department 
Oconee County, Georgia 

STAFF REPORT 
 
VARIANCE CASE #: 7770 
 
DATE: May 23, 2019 
 
STAFF REPORT BY: Grace Tuschak, Planner 

    
APPLICANT NAME: Williams & Associates, Land 
Planners P.C. 
 
PROPERTY OWNER: Ashley D. Hill and Stacy K. Hill 
 
LOCATION: 2246 Hodges Mill Road; along Hodges Mill 
Road 
 
PARCEL SIZE: ±14.861 acres 
 
EXISTING ZONING: A-1 (Agricultural) 
 
EXISTING LAND USE: Single-family residential 
 
TYPE OF VARIANCE REQUESTED: Hardship Variance 

 
REQUEST SUMMARY: The property owner is requesting approval of a hardship variance to increase the number 
of tracts currently allowed access on a private access drive  

 
DATE OF SCHEDULED HEARINGS 
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: June 4, 2019 
 
ATTACHMENTS: Application 
  Narrative 
  Plat  
  Aerial Imagery 
  Zoning Map 
  Future Development Map 
  Concept Plan 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION & FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
HISTORY 

• The subject property was administratively subdivided from the parent parcel on 02/12/2019, labeled as Tract 
2. The following note was included on the administrative subdivision plat: “private access drive to access 
tracts 3, 4, and 5 only,” and a one-foot no-access easement was recorded along the private access drive where 
it abuts Tract 1 and 2. 
 

VARIANCE DESCRIPTION 
• The owner is requesting approval of a hardship variance for relief from Section 1012.07 (a) of the Unified 

Development Code: 
o Section 1012.07 – Private access drives. 

a. A private access drive which meets all of the following standards may serve a maximum of 5 
lots within the OIP, OBP, B-1, B-2, and I districts. Within all other zoning districts, a private 
access drive, which meets all of the following standards, may serve a maximum of 3 lots.  

• The owner is requesting that the existing private access drive be allowed to serve Tract 2 in addition to the 
three that are currently served.  

• Hardship variance no. 7769 has been submitted by Holly Purcell to allow access for Tract 1 via the existing 
private access drive.  

 
PUBLIC FACILITIES  

• County services, facilities, and infrastructure should not be affected by the present request. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

• No 100-Year Flood Plain or Jurisdictional Wetland areas are located along the subject private access drive.  
 

 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS 

THE ANALYSIS OF THE APPLICATION IS MADE BASED UPON THE “STANDARDS FOR HARDSHIP 
APPROVAL” AS SET FORTH IN SECTION 1304.03 OF THE OCONEE COUNTY UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT 
CODE: 

Hardship variances may be granted in such individual cases of unnecessary hardship upon a finding by the 
Board of Commissioners that all of the following conditions exist: 

a. Are there extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of property in 
question because of its size, shape, or topography? The large size of the subject property necessitates a 
long driveway to access any future home site. Because of the large acreage involved, constructing an 
additional driveway instead of using the existing private access drive presents a great financial burden.  
 

b. Does the application of requirements in the Unified Development Code create an unnecessary hardship 
to this particular piece of property? The strict application of the requirements of the UDC would create an 
unnecessary financial hardship to the property owners, as they would incur the expense of constructing a 
separate drive instead of using the existing private access drive. Approval of the present request would 
eliminate the need for construction of additional drives along Hodges Mill Road; staff believes that this to be 
advantageous as it would reduce the number of access points along Hodges Mill Road.   
 

c. Are conditions creating the need for the hardship variance peculiar to the particular piece of property 
involved? The conditions are peculiar to the subject property because of its large size and close proximity to 
an existing private access drive. Considering these conditions and the public benefit provided by reducing 
access points along Hodges Mill Road, staff holds that the need for a hardship variance is peculiar to the 
subject property. 
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d. Will relief, if granted, not cause substantial detriment to the public good or impair the purposes and 

intent of the Unified Development Code? The purposes of UDC Section 1012.07 are to prevent the 
proliferation of small-tract minor subdivisions in rural areas of the county and to ensure that emergency 
services can easily access all residential areas. In this case, all subject lots are large in acreage and the access 
drive requires paving before a third house can be built in the recently approved minor subdivision. 
Additionally, the public interest would be served by eliminating the need for additional access points along 
Hodges Mill Road. Staff holds that granting relief would not cause substantial detriment to the public good 
nor impair the purposes and intent of the UDC. 

 
 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION & CONDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based upon the standards and limitations for hardship variance approval, this request does meet the necessary 
criteria to grant a hardship variance.  Staff recommends approval subject to the following conditions, to be 
fulfilled by the owner at his expense:  

1. The subject private access drive shall serve no more than five tracts.  
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