
AGENDA
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OF
OCONEE COUNTY, GEORGIA

Tuesday, August 6, 2019
Commission Meeting Chambers
Oconee County Courthouse

6:30 PM

Individuals with disabilities who require accommodations to observe and/or participate in this meeting, or who have questions 
regarding the accessibility of the meeting, are required to contact the ADA Coordinator at 706­769­5120 promptly to allow the 

County to make reasonable accommodations.
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1.  Approval of Agenda 
   

2.  Statements and Remarks from Citizens 
   

3.  Statements and Remarks from Commissioners 
   

4.  Approval of Minutes 
  1)  July 2, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes 
     

  2)  July 30, 2019 Agenda Setting Meeting Minutes 
     

5.  Approval of Resolutions, Ordinances, Policies, Etc. 
   

  1)  Second Public Hearing and Consider Amendments to the Property Disposition 
Ordinance. 

     

  2)  Public Hearing and Consideration of  text amendments for Article 6, Parking and 
Loading, of the Unified Development Code ­­ Guy Herring. 

     

  3)  Public Hearing and Consideration of text amendments for Article 7, Sign Regulations, 
of the Unified Development Code ­ Guy Herring. 

     

  4)  Public Hearing and Consideration of text amendments for Article 8, Landscaping and 
Buffers, of the Unified Development Code ­­ Guy Herring. 

     

6.  Hearings and Actions on Zoning Matters, Special Use Permits, Street Light Tax Districts, 
Etc 

   

  1)  Appeal of Administrative Decision by Hokulia Shave Ice Athens. 
     

  2)  Request for Deviation of Minimum Roof Pitch Requirement by Edward and Kay Read. 
     

  3)  Request for Deviation of Minimum Roof Pitch Requirement by Milton Garland. 
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  4)  Consider Rezone #7798:
Applicant: Carter Engineering, Inc.
Owner: Scout Construction, LLC; 
Location: Intersection of Morningside Drive and Hodges Mill Road
Zoning:  AR (formerly AR­1) to AR (formerly AR­1) with modifications to Rezone no. 
2039
Acreage:  ±5.99 acres
Request:  Remove conditional zoning requirement for a 40­foot buffer of the rear 
property line.
 

     

  5)  Consider Rezone No. 7735:
Applicant: JDG Investments, LLC
Owner: Barbara Gasaway
Location: 4800 Monroe Highway
Zoning: AG (Agricultural) Acreage:   +28.34
Request: Zoning change from AG to B­1 and B­2 to allow for a farm­to­table restaurant, 
several specialty retail shops and two­story boutique hotel. 

     

  6)  Consider Variance No. 7792:
Applicant: JDG Investments, LLC
Owner: Barbara Gasaway
Location: 4800 Monroe Highway
Zoning: AG Acreage:  +28.34
Request: Section 806 to waive the buffer requirement between zoning districts and 
along the adjacent property line. 

     

  7)  Consider Special Use No. 7791:
Applicant: JDG Investments, LLC
Owner: Barbara Gasaway
Location: 4800 Monroe Highway
Zoning:  AG (Agricultural) Acreage: +72.81
Request: Special use approval for portion of property and the existing antebellum home 
to be used as an event venue. 
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  8)  Consider Variance No. 7811:
Applicant: JDG Investments, LLC
Owner: Barbara Gasaway
Location:  4800 Monroe Highway
Zoning: AG (Agricultural) Acreage:  +72.81
Request: Waive requirement of paving and lighting off­street parking. 

     

  9)  Consider Variance No. 7804:
Applicant: Tim Autrey
Owner: Thie, Pam and Tim Autrey
Location: 1230 Choyce Johnson Road
Zoning: AG (Agricultural) Acreage:  +5.0
Request: Reduction in building setback from 25 feet to 8.3 feet for two accessory 
buildings on the property. 

     

  10)  Consider Rezone No. 7814:
Applicant: ERT, Inc.
Owner: Terreck Holdings, LLC
Location: 1040 Talus Street
Zoning: OIP (Office Industrial Professional) Acreage:  +1.52
Request: R­1 zoning to allow for the construction of a single family home. 

     

  11)  Consider Rezone No. 7826:
Applicant: Richard R. Pendergrass
Owner: Elder Farm, LP
Location: 6351 Colham Ferry Road
Zoning: AG (Agricultural)  Acreage: +64.31
Request: Petitioning for a rezone to divide property into five single­family residential 
lots. 

     

  12)  Consider Rezone No. 7827:
Applicant: Darrell Baker
Owner: D.T. Sanders
Location: 1021 Barber Creek Drive
Zoning: AR (Agricultural Residential)  Acreage: +2.741
Request: Rezone from AR to B­1 to allow construction of two medical/professional 
office buildings. 
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AGENDA
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OF
OCONEE COUNTY, GEORGIA

Tuesday, August 6, 2019
Commission Meeting Chambers
Oconee County Courthouse

6:30 PM

Individuals with disabilities who require accommodations to observe and/or participate in this meeting, or who have questions 
regarding the accessibility of the meeting, are required to contact the ADA Coordinator at 706­769­5120 promptly to allow the 

County to make reasonable accommodations.

Page 4 of 4

7.  Consent Items 
   

  1)  Approve Alcohol License Application for Newk's Eatery located at The Markets of Epps 
Bridge, 1850 Epps Bridge Parkway, Athens with Charles (Dillon) Harper as the 
Registered Agent. 

     

  2)  Bid Award to CMES, Inc. for the Mars Hill Road, Virgil Langford Road and Rocky 
Branch Road Intersection Improvement Project in an amount not to exceed 
$702,447.00.  Total cost of project, including traffic signal, shall be approximately 
$802,000.00. 

     

8.  Executive Session to discuss land acquisition, personnel matters and/or potential 
litigation (if needed) 

   

9.  Adjourn 
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Board of Commissioners Agenda Setting Meeting 
Courthouse Commission Chambers 

July 2, 2019 – 6:00 p.m. 
Minutes 

 
Members Present: 
Chairman John Daniell 
Commissioner Mark Thomas 
Commissioner Chuck Horton 
Commissioner William E. “Bubber” Wilkes 
Commissioner Mark Saxon 
 
Staff Present: 
Justin Kirouac, County Administrator 
Daniel Haygood, County Attorney 
Kathy Hayes, County Clerk 
Tracye Bailey, Deputy Clerk 
Guy Herring, Planning & Code Enforcement Director 
Gabriel Quintas, Assistant Planning & Code Enforcement Director 
Grace Tuschak, Planner 
Sherry Seila, Acting Human Resources Director 
Jill Faulkner, Human Resources Specialist 
Paula Nedza, IT Director 
 
Call to Order:  6:00 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance:  County Clerk Kathy Hayes led the Pledge after a moment of silence. 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
Motion: Mark Thomas 
Second: Chuck Horton 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Mark Thomas, Chuck Horton, Bubber Wilkes, Mark Saxon 
Voted Against Motion: None. 
Action/Motion: Motion Passed to Approve the July 2, 2019 Agenda. 
 
Statements and Remarks from Citizens:  
None. 
 
Statements and Remarks from Commissioners:   
Chairman John Daniell:   

 Town Hall Meeting – August 1, 2019, 7:00 p.m., Civic Center 

 July 4th – County Government Offices Closed 

 July 4th Fireworks Event at Epps Bridge Centre 

 Action was taken after Executive Session of the June 25, 2019 Board Meeting.  The Board 
entered into a land acquisition contract for 7.63 Acres located at US Highway 441 and Old 
US Highway 441.   Contract Amount: $650,000.  The property will be used to construct 
the County Administrative Building to house non-judicial employees and county services. 

 
Approval of Minutes: 
June 4, 2019 Regular Meeting 
June 25, 2019 Agenda Setting Meeting 
Motion: Mark Saxon 
Second: Bubber Wilkes 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Mark Thomas, Chuck Horton, Bubber Wilkes, Mark Saxon 
Voted Against Motion: None. 
Action/Motion: Motion Passed to Approve Minutes of June 4 and June 25, 2019. 
 
Public Hearing:  Unified Development Code-Article 4 and Article 5 Text 
Amendments: 
Presented by: Guy Herring, Planning & Code Enforcement Director 
Discussion: Text Amendments were presented as shown in Department Memo dated June 

28, 2019, and are attached to and made a part of the minutes.   
Public Comment Period was opened and there was none. 
Motion: Chuck Horton 
Second: Mark Thomas 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Mark Thomas, Chuck Horton, Bubber Wilkes, Mark Saxon 
Voted Against Motion: None. 
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Action/Motion: Motion Passed to Adopt the Unified Development Code Text 
Amendments of Article 4 and Article 5 as presented by the 
Planning & Code Enforcement Director. 

 
Special Use No. 7787:  Applicant-Carter Engineering Consultants, Inc. 
Presented by: Gabriel Quintas, Assistant Planning & Code Enforcement Director 
Recommendations: Planning Commission recommended approval unanimously and staff 

recommends approval.  Should the Board approve, Staff recommends three 
(3) conditions.   

Public Comment Period was opened. 
Jeff Carter, Carter Engineering and Owner Representative, spoke in favor of the request.   
Public Comment Period was closed.  
Motion: Mark Saxon 
Second: Mark Thomas 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Mark Thomas, Chuck Horton, Bubber Wilkes, Mark Saxon 
Voted Against Motion: None. 
Action/Motion: Motion Passed to Approve Special Use No. 7787; Applicant-

Carter Engineering, Inc; Owner-Prince Avenue Baptist Church; 
Zoned A-1; +60.75 Acres; Ruth Jackson Road; for the purpose of 
expansion of a community-scale church; with three (3) 
conditions. 

 
Rezone No. 7798: Applicant – Carter Engineering, Inc. 
Presented by: Gabriel Quintas, Assistant Planning & Code Enforcement Director 
Recommendations: Planning Commission recommended denial and staff recommends 

approval.  No additional conditions are recommended. 
Public Comment Period was opened.  
Jeff Carter, Carter Engineering and Owner Representative, spoke in favor of the request.  
Judd Shiver, Scout Construction, spoke in favor of the request. 
Derek Carroll  signed up to speak against the request but deferred to Amber Trevors. 
Amber Trevors, President of the Timmarron Homeowners Association, spoke against the 
request.  Ms. Trevors provided photos to the Board and stated her concerns regarding removal 
of trees within the buffer of Morningside; maintenance of detention areas; and prevention of 
water runoff before, during and after construction of the Morningside homes. 
Derek Carroll, Timmarron Subdivision, stated his concerns regarding removing trees and the 
water runoff towards Hodges Mill Road and the impact to Timmarron Subdivision. 
Jeff Carter, Carter Engineering and Owner Representative, presented rebuttal comments and 
will abide by Public Works requirements regarding a detention pond. 
Public Comment Period was closed. 
Motion: Mark Saxon 
Second: Chuck Horton 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Chuck Horton, Mark Saxon 
Voted Against Motion: Mark Thomas, Bubber Wilkes, John Daniell 
Action/Motion: Motion to Deny Failed-Rezone No. 7798; Applicant-Carter 

Engineering, Inc; Owner-Scout Construction, LLC; Zoning-AR 
(formerly AR-1) to AR with modifications to Rezone No. 2039; 
+5.99 Acres; intersection of Morningside Drive and Hodges Mill 
Road. 

 
Motion: Mark Thomas 
Second: Chuck Horton 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Mark Thomas, Chuck Horton, Bubber Wilkes Mark Saxon 

Voted Against Motion: None. 
Action/Motion: Motion Passed to Postpone for the August 6, 2019 

Board Meeting to allow County Staff and Engineer to provide 
recommendations regarding drainage issue for Rezone No. 
7798; Applicant-Carter Engineering, Inc; Owner-Scout 
Construction, LLC; Zoning-AR (formerly AR-1) to AR with 
modifications to Rezone No. 2039; +5.99 Acres; intersection of 
Morningside Drive and Hodges Mill Road. 

Commissioner Horton asked that representatives from both subdivisions, Timmarron and 
Morningside, meet to discuss possible solutions. 
 
 
Rezone No. 7734: Applicant – Ken Beall, Beall and Company  
Presented by: Gabriel Quintas, Assistant Planning & Code Enforcement Director  
Recommendations: Planning Commission recommended approval and to strike condition No. 5.   

Staff recommends conditional approval with eight (8) conditions and has no 
objection to striking Condition No. 5. 
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Public Comment Period was opened.  
Ken Beall, Beall & Company and Owner Representative, spoke in favor of the request and has no 
objection to the eight conditions.  Mr. Beall asked that the Public Works Director be consulted 
regarding Condition No. 5. 
Public Comment Period was closed. 
Motion: Mark Thomas 
Second: Chuck Horton 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Mark Thomas, Chuck Horton, Bubber Wilkes, Mark Saxon 
Voted Against Motion: None. 
Action/Motion: Motion Passed to Approve Rezone No. 7734; Applicant-Ken 

Beall, Beall and Company; Owner-Burgess Family Enterprises, 
LLC and J.G. Griffeth Investments, LLC; Zoning A-1 and B-2 to 
B-2; +19.289 Acres; Jennings Mill Road, Oconee Connector, and 
Virgil Langford Road; with eight (8) conditions and removal of  
Condition No. 5 (resulting in seven conditions).   

 
Hardship Variance No. 7825: Applicant – Ken Beall, Beall and Company 
Presented by: Gabriel Quintas, Assistant Planning & Code Enforcement Director  
Recommendations: Staff recommends approval with no conditions.  
Public Comment Period was opened and there were none. 
Motion to Approve: Mark Saxon 
Second: Chuck Horton 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Mark Thomas, Chuck Horton, Bubber Wilkes, Mark Saxon 
Voted Against Motion: None. 
Action/Motion: Motion Passed to Approve Hardship Variance No. 7825; 

Applicant-Ken Beall, Beall and Company; Owner-William G. 
and Kathryn D. Hayes; Zoning AG; +1.31 Acres; Colliers Creek 
Road and Hilltop Road; to allow for a detached garage to be 
constructed in the front yard of a residential property. 

 
Special Exception Variance No. 7790: Applicant – Abbey Garven 
Presented by: Gabriel Quintas, Assistant Planning & Code Enforcement Director  
Recommendations: Staff recommends approval with one (1) condition.  
Public Comment Period was opened.  
Abbey Garven, Sapphire Properties, spoke in favor of the request. 
Public Comment Period was closed. 
Motion: Mark Saxon 
Second: Mark Thomas 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Mark Thomas, Chuck Horton, Bubber Wilkes, Mark Saxon 
Voted Against Motion: None. 
Action/Motion: Motion Passed to Approve Special Exception Variance No. 

7790; Applicant-Abbey Garven; Owner-Sapphire Properties, LP; 
Zoning AG; +0.36 Acres; Sims Drive; with one (1) condition. 

 
Confirmation of Human Resources Director 
Presented by: Justin Kirouac, County Administrator 
Discussion: Requests a confirmation from the Board to move Sherry Seila from her 

current position of Acting Human Resources Director to Human Resources 
Director. 

Motion: Mark Thomas 
Second: Chuck Horton 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Mark Thomas, Chuck Horton, Bubber Wilkes, Mark Saxon 
Voted Against Motion: None 
Action/Motion: Motion Passed to Approve confirmation of Sherry Seila as 

the Human Resources Director. 
 
Consent Agenda 
No items were removed from the Consent Agenda. 
Motion: Chuck Horton 
Second: Mark Saxon 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Mark Thomas, Chuck Horton, Bubber Wilkes, Mark Saxon 
Voted Against Motion: None 
Action/Motion: Motion Passed to Approve Consent Agenda Items. 
 

1)  Approve FY20 Public Defender Indigent Services Agreement with a term to begin 
July 1, 2019 and expire June 30, 2020 in the amount of $181,351.00. 
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2)  Approve FY20 Property and Liability Insurance Proposal from ACCG-IRMA 
(Association County Commissioners of Georgia - Interlocal Risk Management 
Agency) in the amount of $209,314.00. 

 

3)  Approve Acceptance of Right-of-Way Deed for Value Added Concepts, LLC, to 
Oconee County, 0.51 Acres, as shown on survey entitled "Final Plat for Value 
Added Concepts, LLC" dated January 16, 2019.  

 

4)  Approve Authorization of the Finance Director to Amend and Revise the FY2019 
Budget.  

 

5)  Reconstitution of Land Use & Transportation Planning Committee to Long Range 
Transportation Study Task Force.  Committee terms expiring September 30, 2019, 
will not be filled. Task Force will terminate at completion of the task. 

 

 
Meeting Adjournment: 
Meeting Adjourned:   7:19 p.m. 
Motion: Wilkes 
Second: Horton 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Mark Thomas, Chuck Horton, Bubber Wilkes, Mark Saxon 
Voted Against Motion: None. 
Action/Motion: Motion Passed to Adjourn the Meeting. 
 
 
 
 
_____________________ 
Chairman John Daniell 
 
 
_____________________ 
Kathy Hayes, County Clerk 
 
Date: _________________ 
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Board of Commissioners Agenda Setting Meeting 
Courthouse Commission Chambers 

July 30, 2019 – 6:00 p.m. 
Minutes 

 
 
Members Present: 
Chairman John Daniell 
Commissioner Mark Thomas 
Commissioner Chuck Horton 
Commissioner William E. “Bubber” Wilkes 
Commissioner Mark Saxon 
 
Staff Present: 
Justin Kirouac, County Administrator 
Daniel Haygood, County Attorney 
Kathy Hayes, County Clerk 
Tracye Bailey, Deputy Clerk 
Guy Herring, Planning & Code Enforcement Director 
Jody Woodall, Public Works Director 
Diane Baggett, Communications Manager 
Cindy Pritchard, Executive Director, Keep Oconee County Beautiful Commission 
Merry Howard, Senior Center Director 
Wes Geddings, Finance Director 
Patrick Magana, Assistant IT Director 
 
 
 
Call to Order:  6:00 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance:  Commissioner Mark Thomas led the Pledge after a moment of silence. 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
Motion: Chuck Horton 
Second: Bubber Wilkes 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Mark Thomas, Chuck Horton, Bubber Wilkes, Mark Saxon 
Voted Against Motion: None. 
Action/Motion: Motion Passed to Approve the July 30, 2019 Agenda. 
 
Statements and Remarks from Citizens:  
None. 
 
Statements and Remarks from Commissioners:   
Chairman John Daniell reminded the audience of the upcoming Town Hall Meeting on August 1, 
2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the Civic Center.  Displays and information regarding Roundabouts will be 
available. 
 
Keep Oconee County Beautiful Commission (KOCBC) Presentation: 
Presented by: Cindy Pritchard, Director, Keep Oconee County Beautiful Commission 
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Discussion: Presentation was given regarding Litter Abatement.  A Community Litter Index 
divided the County into districts and evaluates the amount of litter in each 
district.  According to index, litter quantity is going down.  Deputy Todd Gabriel 
and the Community Service Workers have been successful in reducing litter in 
the County.  The Commissioners thanked Ms. Pritchard for the efforts of the 
KOCBC. 

 
First Public Hearing – Property Disposition Ordinance: 
Presented by: Wes Geddings, Finance Director 
Discussion: Amendments requested include the Finance Director may declare personal 

County property unserviceable, may decide the most advantageous method of 
selling, and may approve the sale of personal property at a depreciated value of 
$10,000 or less.  Approval by the Board will be required with a depreciated cost 
of more than $10,000.   

Public Comment Period was opened and there was none. 
The Second Public Hearing and Action regarding the Property Disposition Ordinance 
amendments will be held at the August 6, 2019 Regular Meeting of the Board. 
 
Schedule Public Hearing for Unified Development Code Text Amendments: 
Presented by: Guy Herring, Planning & Code Enforcement Director 
Discussion: Mr. Herring requests that the Unified Development Code Text Amendments 

for Article 6-Parking and Loading Requirements, Article 7-Sign Regulations, 
and Article 8-Landscaping and Buffers be heard by the Board on August 6, 
2019 at 6:30 p.m.   The Planning Commission held a Public Hearing for the 
text amendments on July 15, 2019 at its regular meeting. 

Public Comment Period was opened and there was none. 
 
Motion: Chuck Horton 
Second: Mark Saxon 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Mark Thomas, Chuck Horton, Bubber Wilkes, Mark Saxon 
Action/Motion: Motion Passed to Schedule a Public Hearing for the 

Unified Development Code Text Amendments for Articles 6, 7 
and 8 on August 6, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. at the Board’s Regular 
Meeting. 

 
Northeast Georgia Regional Commission FY20 Aging Services Contract: 
Presented by: Merry Howard, Senior Center Director 
Discussion: Request approval of the FY20 Aging Services Contract which provides funding 

for the Oconee County Senior Center and Community Based Services.
 Period is July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020. 

Public Comment Period was opened and there was none. 
Motion: Mark Saxon 
Second: Chuck Horton 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Mark Thomas, Chuck Horton, Bubber Wilkes, Mark Saxon 
Voted Against Motion: None. 
Action/Motion: Motion Passed to Approve the Northeast Georgia Regional 

Commission FY20 Aging Services.  Contract period is July 1, 
2019 through June 30, 2020.   
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Northeast Georgia Regional Commission FY20 Transportation Services Contract: 
Presented by: Merry Howard, Senior Center Director  
Discussion: Request approval of the FY20 Transportation Services Contract. Contract 

period is July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020. 
 

Public Comment Period was opened and there was none. 
Motion to Approve: Mark Saxon 
Second: Chuck Horton 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Mark Thomas, Chuck Horton, Bubber Wilkes, Mark Saxon 
Voted Against Motion: None. 
Action/Motion: Motion Passed to Approve Northeast Georgia Regional 

Commission FY20 Transportation Services Contract. 
 
Bid Award - Mars Hill Road, Virgil Langford Road, Rocky Branch Road 
Intersection Project: 
Presented by: Jody Woodall, Public Works Director  
Discussion: After evaluating the three bids received, Mr. Woodall requested that the project 

be awarded to CMES, Inc. with a not-to-exceed price of $702,447.00.  Funding 
will be provided through the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) 
Off-System Safety Funding Program in the amount of $250,000.00 and County 
Fund Balance of $452,447.00.  In addition, traffic lights of approximately 
$100,000 will be added to the project.   Chairman Daniell explained that the 
County Fund Balance set aside was $750,000 in addition to GDOT funds.  The 
project came in under budget for a total cost of approximately $802,000 
(including traffic lights) of which $250,000 will be paid by GDOT. 

 

Public Comment Period was opened. 
Dr. Bill Mayberry asked to see plans of the intersection improvements.   Chairman Daniell 
stated that the plans will be placed on the website. 
Public Comment Period was closed. 
On consensus, this item was placed on the Consent Agenda for August 6, 2019. 
 
Alcohol License Application – Newk’s Eatery: 
Presented by: Kathy Hayes, County Clerk 
Discussion: New Alcohol License application received from Newk’s Eatery located at The 

Markets of Epps Bridge, 1850 Epps Bridge Road.  David Weeks and Edward 
Keith Owens are owners.  Charles Harper is the Registered Agent and has 
attended RASS training and received his certificate.  Owner Representative, 
Julie Dunagan, was present for the meeting. 

Public Comment Period was opened and there was none. 
On consensus, this item was placed on the Consent Agenda for August 6, 2019. 
 
Executive Session: 
Adjourn into Executive Session:     6:22 p.m. 
Motion: Mark Saxon 
Second: Chuck Horton 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Mark Thomas, Chuck Horton, Bubber Wilkes, Mark Saxon 
Voted Against Motion: None. 
Action/Motion: Motion Passed to Adjourn into Executive Session to discuss 

Personnel Matters and Potential Litigation. 
 
No action was taken in Executive Session. 
Executive Session Adjourned:  6:38 p.m. 
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Adjourn into Regular Session: 
Motion to Approve: Mark Saxon 
Second: Mark Thomas 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Mark Thomas, Chuck Horton, Bubber Wilkes, Mark Saxon 
Voted Against Motion: None. 
Action/Motion: Motion Passed to Adjourn into Regular Session, and there was 

no further business. 
 
Meeting Adjourned: 
Meeting Adjourned: 6:40 p.m. 
Motion: Bubber Wilkes 
Second: Chuck Horton 
Voted in Favor of Motion: Mark Thomas, Chuck Horton, Bubber Wilkes, Mark Saxon 
Voted Against Motion: None. 
Action/Motion: Motion Passed to Adjourn the Meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________ 
Chairman John Daniell 
 
 
_____________________ 
Kathy Hayes, County Clerk 
 
Date: _________________ 
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PROPERTY DISPOSITION ORDINANCE OF OCONEE COUNTY, GEORGIA 

 

 AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE DISPOSITION OF REAL OR 

PERSONAL PROPERTY OWNED BY OCONEE COUNTY AND FOR OTHER 

PURPOSES THERETO.  

 

ENACTMENT CLAUSE 

 

 For the purpose of promoting the health, safety and general welfare of the present 

and future inhabitants of the unincorporated areas of Oconee County and to provide for an 

orderly and proper disposal of real and personal property, the Board of Commissioners 

does hereby ordain and enact into law the following: 

 

ARTICLE ONE: GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

Section 1. Title.  This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the Property 

Disposition Ordinance. 

 

Section 2. Definitions. All terms used herein shall have the definitions ascribed to 

them in Title 36, Chapter 9, and Title 32, Chapter 7, both of the Official Code of Georgia 

Annotated.   

 

 

ARTICLE TWO: SALE OF SURPLUS REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY 

 

Section 1. Public sale required. Disposition of real property owned by the County 

shall be conducted by public sale or exchange in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 36-9-3, or 

as otherwise provided by state law.  

 

Section 2. Exceptions to public sale.  The following transactions shall not be 

governed by Section 1:  

 

 A. A redemption of real property acquired by county under tax deed.  

 B. A grant of easement or license.  

 C. A grant or conveyance of right-of-way or for other transportation 

purchases.  

 D. A conveyance to any other unit of government. 

 E. A conveyance of recreational set-aside property to a homeowner's 

association in  the manner permitted by state law. 
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 F.  A lease that constitutes a usufruct under state law.  

 G. Sale of parcels of small or narrow strips of land, so shaped or so small as to 

be incapable of being used independently as zoned or under applicable subdivision or other 

development ordinances or land use plans, or as streets, whether owned in fee or used by 

easement. Such parcels may be sold to abutting property owners where such sales and 

conveyances facilitate the enjoyment of the highest and best use of the abutting owner's 

property without first submitting the sale or conveyance to the process of an auction or the 

solicitation of sealed bids; provided, however, that each abutting property owner shall be 

notified of the availability of the property and shall have the opportunity to purchase said 

property at a price and upon terms negotiated between the property owner and the County. 

 

Section 3. Procedures.  Except as otherwise specifically provided by state law, 

the County shall not dispose of any real property unless the Board of Commissioners 

has declared such real property to be unserviceable. Other than dispositions governed 

by subsection (a) or by specified provisions of state law, any disposition may be made 

at public or private sale, upon such terms as the Board of Commissioners shall deem 

to be in the county's best interest.  

 

 

ARTICLE THREE: SALE OF SURPLUS REAL PROPERTY BY REAL ESTATE 

BROKER 

 

Real property, specifically properties which are remnants of land from total takes on 

Oconee County road projects, may be disposed of by sale by real estate broker in 

accordance with Georgia law Section O.C.G.A. § 32-7-4 et seq.  

Section 1. Requirements for real estate brokers. Real estate brokers must be 

licensed in accordance with Georgia law Section O.C.G.A. § 43-40-1 et seq.  

 

Section 2. Declaration of surplus property. Property is declared surplus by the 

Board of Commissioners in a regularly scheduled meeting.  

  

Section 3. Notification to former or subsequent owner. The former or subsequent 

owner is notified in writing of intent to sell, as he/she has the first right to purchase the 

property at the fair market value price. If the former or subsequent owner waives this 

right, then adjoining property owners are notified that the property will be sold by real 

estate broker or by competitive sealed bid.  

  

 Section 4. Selection of broker. The broker shall be selected competitively, by a 

sealed proposal process.  

 

Section 5. Advertising and listing of property. Commencing at the time of the 

listing of the property as provided in O.C.G.A. § 32-7-4, the County shall publicly 

advertise once a week for two weeks in the legal organ of the County the property and 
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the name of the broker handling the property. Property shall be listed for a period of at 

least three months. Property cannot be sold for less than fair market value excluding 

commission fee. If property does not sell during the listing time, the County may 

renegotiate the commission to a lower fee, extend the exclusive agreement with the real 

estate broker or recommend to the Board of Commissioners that disposal be by 

competitive sealed bid or public auction.  

 

Section 6. Approval of sale. All sales of properties shall be approved by the Board 

of Commissioners at a regular scheduled public meeting.  

 

 

ARTICLE FOUR:  DISPOSITION OF PERSONAL PROPERTY 

 

Section 1. Declaration of unserviceability. The County Finance Director shall 

determine whether a particular item or category of personal property can no longer be 

used advantageously by the county and has therefore become unserviceable. The County 

Finance Director may establish criteria establishing unserviceability for categories of 

personal property which may become unserviceable on a regular, frequently recurring 

basis, and may determine whether a particular commodity meets the criteria of 

unserviceability for its category.  

 

Section 2. Disposition. Unserviceable personal property may be sold by any means 

deemed most advantageous to the County under the particular circumstances as 

determined by the County Finance Director. A sale to a private person shall be for the 

highest net purchase price reasonably obtainable by the County. A sale to another unit of 

government shall be for a fair and reasonable purchase price that need not be as high as 

the purchase price obtainable from a private person. All sales for personal property items 

where the depreciated value is $10,000.00 or less shall be approved by the County 

Finance Director. The Board of Commissioners shall approve sales for personal property 

where the depreciated value exceeds $10,000.00.  

 

 

SECTION FIVE:  LEASES OF COUNTY OWNED REAL PROPERTY 

 

 The Board of Commissioners may offer to lease county-owned real property if: 

 

 A. The real property is not in the best interest of the County but the real 

property is not currently being used. 

 B. The real property has been newly acquired but not immediately put to 

use by the county, and may reasonably be leased on a month-to-month or short-term 

basis. 

  

  A lessee's interest under any lease executed under this section shall constitute a 

usufruct only.  
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ARTICLE FIVE: MISCELLANEOUS 

 

Section 1. Severability. In the event any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 

of this Ordinance is declared or adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall 

in no manner affect any other section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase, which shall 

remain in full force and effect as if the section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase so 

declared or adjudged invalid or unconstitutional were not originally a part hereof. 

 

Section 2. Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances.  All ordinances, resolutions and 

parts of ordinances or resolutions in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 

 

Section 3. Effective Date.  The provisions of this Ordinance shall be effective and in 

force upon the date of its adoption, the public welfare demanding it. 

  

 

 Approved by the Oconee County Board of Commissioners after a first reading on 

the 30th day of July, 2019, and final action adopting and approving same on the 6th day of 

August, 2019. 

 

 

     OCONEE COUNTY BOARD OF    

     COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

     BY:        

      John Daniell, Chairman    

 

             

      Mark Thomas, Commissioner Post 1 

 

             

      Chuck Horton, Commissioner Post 2 

 

             

      William E. Wilkes, Commissioner Post 3 

 

             

Attest:      Mark Saxon, Commissioner Post 4 

 

________________________________ 

Kathy Hayes, County Clerk    
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