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Article 15.  Interpretation and Definitions  

Sec. 1501.  Purpose of Article 15.  

This Article describes how figures, words and phrase s used in this Development Code are to 
be interpreted, and provides a glossary of all definitions specifically used in the text of this 
Development Code.  

Sec. 1502.  Interpretation.  

Sec. 1502.01.  Responsibility for interpretation.  

a.  The Code Enforcement  Director shall be responsible for the interpretation of the r e-
quirements, standards, definitions or any other provision of this Develop ment Code. The 
Planning  Director and the Public Works Director may be consulted or relied upon for i n-
terpretations relative to their areas of responsib ility, and shall assist the Code Enforc e-

ment  Director in the appeal of any such interpretation.  

b.  Interpretations of the Code Enforcement Director may be appealed under the provisions 
of this Development Code relating to Appeals.  

Sec. 1502.02.  Use of figures and examples for illustration.  

a.  Figures associated with defined terms or regulatory paragraphs in this Development 
Code are provided for illustration only and do not limit or change the meaning of the 
term as defined or the requirements of the regulation as written.  

b.  Whe n an example of the application of a specific provision is given, or other explanatory 
text is provided, such example or text is identified by placement in a shaded box sep a-
rate from the regulatory paragraphs in this Development Code. Such examples or e x-
planatory text are provided for illustration only and do not limit or change the meaning 
of the provision or the requirements of this Development Code as written.  

Sec. 1502.03.  Use of words and phrases.  

Except as specifically defined herein, all words used in this Develop ment Code have their 
customary dictionary definitions.  

For the purposes of this Development Code , certain words or terms used herein shall be d e-
fined as follows:  

a.  Words used in the singular include the plural and words used in the plural include the 
singula r.  

b.  Words used in the present tense include the future tense.  

c.  The word ñstructureò includes the word ñbuildingò; a ñbuildingò is a type of structure. 

d.  The word ñerected ò includes the words ñconstructed ,ò ñmoved ,ò ñlocatedò or ñrelocated .ò 

e.  The word ñlot ò includes the words ñplot ò or ñparcel .ò 

f.  The words ñzoning map ò or ñzoning atlas ò means the Official Zoning Map of Oconee 

County, Georgia.  

g.  The words ñroad,ò ñstreet,ò ñhighwayò and ñthoroughfareò have the same meaning with 
regard to the requirements and res trictions of this Code.  

h.  The word ñperson ò includes the words ñindividuals ,ò ñfirms ,ò ñpartnerships ,ò ñcorpor a-
tions ,ò ñassociations ,ò ñgovernmental bodies ,ò and all other legal entities.  

i.  The word s ñshall ,ò ñwill,ò ñis toò and ñmustò are always mandatory and  never discreti o-
nary.  

j.  The words ñmayò and ñshouldò are discretionary. 
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k.  The word ñandò indicates that all of the conditions, requirements or factors so connected 

must be met or fulfilled, while the word ñorò indicates that at least one condition, re-
quirement  or factor so connected must be met.  

l.  The term ñsuch asò is intended to introduce one or more examples in illustration of a re-
quirement or point, and is intended to mean ñincluding but not limited to the following.ò 

m.  The terms ñincludeò or ñincludingò when used to introduce a list of items is not intended 
to be exclusive only to the items on the list, but is intended to mean ñincluding but not 
limited to the following.ò 

n.  The verbs ñzoneò and ñrezoneò have the same meaning and refer to the act of amending 
the O fficial Zoning Map through the process established by this Development Code.  

o.  The nouns ñzone,ò ñzoning districtò and ñdistrictò have the same meaning and refer to 
the zoning districts established under this Development Code.  

p.  The word ñdayò means a calendar day unless otherwise specified as a ñworkò day or 
ñbusinessò day, which mean Monday through Friday exclusive of County-recognized ho l-

idays.  

q.  The words ñusedò or ñoccupied ò include the words ñintended, arranged or designed ex-
clusively to be used or occupied  by a particular use or function .ò 

r.  References to the ñCountyò and to the Board of Commissioners and any public officials 
or appointed bodies of the County not otherwise named by political jurisdiction or d e-
fined in this Development Code shall always mean O conee County, Georgia, and its g o-
verning body, appointed or employed officials, and appointed bodies as named. These 
include:  

(1)  The Planning Commission , created as such and appointed as such by the Oconee 
County Board of Commissioners.  

(2)  The County Administrat or , appointed as such by the Oconee County Board of 
Commissioners, or the County Administratorôs designee. 

(3)  The County Attorney , appointed as such by the Oconee County Board of Commi s-

sioners, or the County Attorneyôs designee. 

(4)  The Planning Director , the Cou nty official appointed as such, or the Planning Dire c-
torôs designee. 

(5)  The Code Enforcement  Director , the County official appointed as such, or the Code 
Enforcement Directorôs designee.  

(6)  The Public Works  Director , the County official appointed as such, or th e Public 
Works Directorôs designee. 

(7)  The County Engineer , the County official appointed as such, or the County Eng i-
neerôs designee. 

(8)  The Utilities Director,  the County official appointed as such, or the Utilities Dire c-
torôs designee. 

(9)  Other County officials o r employees , such as a ñbuilding inspectorò or ñroad & 
bridges inspector,ò shall mean the County official or employee appointed as such by 

their respective department director.  

s.  References to an administrative department or committee of Oconee County shall al-
ways mean the department or committee created by the Board of Commissioners as 
such. These include:  

(1)  Planning Department:  References to action by the ñPlanning Departmentò shall 
mean action by the Planning Director or by that administrative official to wh om 
responsibility for that action has been assigned by the Planning Director.  
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(2)  Public Works Department:  A reference to action by the ñPublic Works Depart-

mentò shall mean action by the Public Works Director by that administrative offi-
cial to whom responsibility for that action has been assigned by the Public Works 
Director.  

(3)  County Engineer:  A reference to action by the ñCounty Engineerò shall mean ac-
tion by that administrative official to whom responsibility for that action has been 
assigned by the  Public Works Director.  

(4)  Utilities Department:  A reference to action by the ñUtilities Departmentò shall 
mean action by that administrative official to whom responsibility for that action 
has been assigned by the Utilities Director.  

(5)  Development Review Commi ttee:  The body composed of representatives from the 
Planning Department, Code Enforcement Department, Public Works Department , 
Utilities Department, Health Department, EMA and other County departments as 
appointed by the Board of Commissioners.  

t.  References to other public officials, departments or appointed bodies , unless otherwise 

specified,  shall always mean such persons or bodies having jurisdiction over or relative 
to Oconee County, Georgia. These include:  

(1)  The Clerk of the Superior Court of Oconee County , Georgia.  

(2)  The Oconee County Health Department, and its Environmental Services Division.  

(3)  The Oconee River Soil and Water Conservation District.  

(4)  The Northeast Georgia Regional Development Center (RDC).  

(5)  The Georgia Departments of Community Affairs (DCA), Tra nsportation (GDOT), 
Human Resources (DHR), Natural Resources (DNR) and DNRôs Environmental Pro-
tection Division (EPD).  

(6)  The United States Army Corps of Engineers, the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA), the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the Federal Comm u-
nications Commission (FCC) and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  

Sec. 1502.04.  Meaning of words and phrases.  

a.  All words and phrases are to be interpreted within the context of the sentence, par a-
graph, subsection, section and Article in which they oc cur.  

b.  Words and phrases specifically relating to a category of use of land or a structure that 
are defined in this Development Code shall be interpreted as defined herein without r e-
gard to other meanings in common or ordinary use, unless the context of the word or 
phrase indicates otherwise. Words and phrases not defined in this Development Code 
shall be construed to have the meaning given by common and ordinary use, the mea n-
ing of which may be further clarified by use of the word or phrase in the North Amer ican 
Industrial Classification System (NAICS) published by the U.S. Department of Co m-
merce , 2002 Edition . See also the Interpretation of Uses Section of the Use of Land and 
Structures Article of this Development Code.  

c.  Other words and phrases specifically defined in this Development Code shall be inte r-
preted as defined herein without regard to other meanings in common or ordinary use, 

unless the context of the word or phrase indicates otherwise. Words and phrases not 
defined in this Development Code shall be  construed to have the meaning given by 
common and ordinary use, the meaning of which may be further clarified by definition of 
the word or phrase in a dictionary of the English language in current circulation.  

d.  Definitions are clearly identified as such an d are located throughout this Development 
Code in the Articles or Sections to which they most readily refer. All definitions, regar d-
less of location within a particular  Article of this Code, apply equally to the use of such 
terms throughout the Code. A glo ssary of all defined terms is included in this Article for 
convenience. However, if differences in wording occur between definitions of a term  in a 
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particular Article and in the glossary of terms in this Article, below , the definition co n-

tained within a pa rticular  Article of this Code shall control.  
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Sec. 1503.  Definitions.  

A   

Accessory Structure to a Manufactured Home:  A structure incidental to occupancy of the 
property by a manufactured home, such as one -story non -habitable room, storage 
buil ding, garage or carport; or a patio, deck or similar structure that may include wi n-
dow screens, knee walls, and other partial enclosures.  

Accessory Structure to a Recreational Vehicle :  A storage building, deck,  awning, carpo rt, p a-
tio, patio enclosure and similar structures incidental to occupancy of the property by a 
recreational vehicle . 

Accessory Use or Structure:  A use or structure customarily incidental and subordinate to the 
principal use of the building and located on t he same lot in the rear or side yard.  

Active Recreational Facilities:  Equipment and areas prepared for active use for recreational 

and leisure purposes, including but not limited to: playground equipment (swing sets 
and climbing structures); courts for bas ketball, volleyball, and tennis; leveled, striped 
fields for football, soccer, or all -purpose fields; community picnic pavilion (including 
covered facilities with grills and/or fire pits); and community buildings for recreational 
events. Trails and bikeway s through open spaces shall not be considered active recre a-
tional facilities.  

Addition to an Existing Building:  Any walled and roofed expansion to the perimeter of a 
buil ding in which the addition is connected by a common load bearing wall other than a 
fir ewall. Any walled and roofed addition, which is connected by a firewall or is separated 
by independent perimeter load bearing walls, is new construction.  

Adult Bookstore:  Any commercial establishment in which more than ten square feet of floor 
space is use d for the display or offer for sale of any book or publication, film, or other 
medium which depicts sexually explicit nudity or sexual conduct by its emphasis on 
ma t ter depicting, describing or relating to specified sexual activities or specified an a-
to m ica l areas.  

Adult Entertainer:  Any person employed by an adult entertainment establishment who e x-
poses his or her "specified anatomical areas," as defined herein. For purposes of this 
section, adult entertainers include employees as well as independent contra ctors.  

Adult Entertainment:  A retail business establishment that includes, but is not limited to, one 
of the following items as defined in the Adult Entertainment Establishments Ordinance 
of Oconee County, Georgia: adult bookstore, adult entertainment esta blishment, adult 
hotel or motel, adult mini -motion picture theater, adult motion picture arcade, adult 
motion picture theater, and/or adult video store.  

Adult Entertainment:  Entertainment that is characterized by an emphasis on the depiction, 
display or th e featuring of "specified anatomical areas."  

Adult Entertainment Establishment  shall be defined to include the following types of bus i-
ness:  

1.  Any commercial establishment that employs or uses any person live, in any capac i-

ty in the sale or service of beverag es or food while such person is unclothed or in 
such attire, costume or clothing, so as to expose any portion of his or her "specified 
anatomical areas," as defined herein.  

2.  Any commercial establishment which provides live entertainment where any person 
app ears unclothed or in such attire, costume or clothing as to expose any portion of 
his or her "specified anatomical areas" as defined herein or where such perfo r-
mances are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on "specified sexual a c-
tivities," as de fined herein.  
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3.  Any commercial establishment which holds, promotes, sponsors or allows any co n-

test, promotion, special night, event or any other activity where live patrons of the 
establishment are encouraged or allowed to engage in any of the conduct descri bed 
in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this definition.  

4.  Any commercial establishment having a substantial or significant portion of its 
stock in trade, books, magazines or other periodicals, videotapes or movies or ot h-
er reproductions, whether for sale or rent, whic h are distinguished or characterized 
by their emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to "specified sexual 
activities" as defined herein or "specified anatomical areas" as defined herein or  
having a segment or section comprising more than ten square feet of its total floor 
space, devoted to the sale or display of such material or which derives more than 
5% of its net sales from the sale or rental of such material.  

5.  Any commercial establishment utilizing an enclosed building with a capacity of fi fty 
(50) or more persons used for cinematographic or videographic presentation of 
m aterial distinguished by or characterized by an emphasis on matter depicting, d e-
scribing, or relating to "specified sexual activities" or "specified anatomical areas", 

as de fined herein, for observation by patrons therein.  

6.  Any adult motion picture theater, adult motion picture arcade, adult mini -motion 
picture theater, adult bookstore, adult video store, adult hotel, or adult motel, as 
defined herein.  

7.  The definition of ñadult entertainment establishmentò shall not include traditional or 
live theater (mainstream theater) which means a theater, concert hall, museum, 
educational institution or similar establishment which regularly features live pe r-
formances which are not distingu ished or characterized by an emphasis on the d e-
piction, display, or description or the featuring of ñspecified anatomical areasò or 
ñspecified sexual activitiesò in that the depiction, display, description or featuring is 
incidental to the primary purpose Of any performance.  

Adult Hotel or Motel:  A hotel or motel wherein material is presented which is distinguished or 
characterized by an emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to specified 
sexual activities or specified anatomical areas.  

Adult Mini -Motion Picture Theater:  An enclosed building with a capacity for less than 50 pe r-
sons used for presenting material distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on 
matter depicting or relating to specified sexual activities or specified anatomical are as 
for observation by patrons therein.  

Adult Motion Picture Arcade:  Any place to which the public is permitted to be invited wherein 
paper currency, coin or slug -operated or electronically, electrically or mechanically co n-
trolled still or motion picture ma chines, projectors or other image -producing devices are 
maintained to show images to five or fewer persons per machine at any one time and 
where the images so displayed are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on 
depicting or describing specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas.  

Adult Motion Picture Theater: An enclosed building with a capacity of 50 or more persons, 
used for presenting material distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter 
depicting, describing or relatin g to specified sexual activities or specified anatomical 
areas for observation by patrons therein.  

Adult Video Store:  Any establishment having a substantial or significant portion of its stock 
in trade, video tapes or movies or other reproductions, whether  for sale or rent, which 
are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter depicting, describing or r e-
lating to specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas, or an establishment 
with a segment or section, comprising five percent of i ts total floor space, devoted to 
the sale or display of such material or which derives more than five percent of its net 
sales from videos which are characterized or distinguished or relating to specified sexual 
activities or specified anatomical areas.  
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Agricultural Land:  Land, including necessary buildings and structures, used for the raising of 

crops or animals.  

Agricultural:  See under ñLand Use Categories.ò 

Airport:  A transportation facility, terminal or similar location where commercial aircraft take 
of f and land as distinguished from an "Airstrip, Private" as defined herein.  

Airstrip, Private:  A facility or location where fixed -wing private non -commercial aircraft take 
off and land.  

Alley:  See under ñstreet.ò 

Alteration of a Building:  Any change, additi on or modification in construction of the structural 
members of a building, such as walls, partitions, columns, beams or girders, any change 
that results in an addition to the enclosed floor area of a building, or the movement of 
the building from one loca tion to another.  

Alternative Tower and Antenna Structure:  man -made "trees", clock towers, bell steeples, 
church steeples, light poles, flag poles and similar alternative -design mounting stru c-

tures that camouflage or conceal the presence of antennas or tow ers so as not to be 
readily discernible as an antenna or tower. In order to establish quantitative and quali t-
ative standards for determining that an alternative tower structure is ñnot readily dis-
cernible,ò nine examples (photographs) of such "non-readily discernible" structures are 
included in the appendix to this Development Code..  

Antenna:  any exterior apparatus designed for telephonic, radio, or television communications 
through the sending and/or receiving of electromagnetic waves.  

Apartment:  See ñDwelling, Multi -familyò 

Applicant:  A property owner or their authorized representative who has petitioned the Cou n-
ty for approval of a zoning change, development permit, building permit, hardship v a-
riance, special exception or appeal, or any other authorizatio n for the use or develo p-
ment of their property under the requirements of this Development Code , or a person 
submitting a post -development stormwater management application and plan for a p-
proval . 

Application:  A petition for approval of a zoning change, deve lopment permit, building permit, 
hardship variance, special exception or appeal, or any other authorization for the use or 
development of a property under the requirements of this Development Code.  

Aquifer Recharge Area District : All lands within unincorporated Oconee County which is ind i-
cated as "most significant groundwater recharge areas..." on the Ground -Water Poll u-
tion Susceptibility Map of Georgia.  

Aquifer Recharge Area:  (synonymous with Groundwater Recharge Area) An area o f the 
Earth's surface where water infiltrates the ground, thereby replenishing the groundwater 
supplies within an aquifer.  

Aquifer: A layer or formation of rock beneath the Earth's surface that bears significant 
amounts of groundwater.  

Architectural Featur es:  Ornamental or decorative features attached to or protruding from an 
exterior wall, including cornices, eaves, gutters, belt courses, sills, lintels, bay windows, 

chimneys, and decorative ornaments.  

Area of Shallow Flooding:  A designated AO or AH zone o n the flood insurance rate map 
(FIRM) with base flood depths from one to three feet, or where a clearly deemed cha n-
nel does not exist, where the path of flooding is unpredictable and indeterminate, and 
where velocity flow may be evident.  

Area of Special Fl ood Hazard:  The land in the floodplain within a community subject to a one 
percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year.  

As-Built Data Drawings: Drawings specifying the dimensions, location, capacities, and oper a-
tional capabilities of structures  and facilities as they have been constructed.  
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Awning Sign: See ñBuilding Sign.ò 

Awning:  A roof - like cover that projects from the wall of a building for the purpose of shie l-
ding a doorway, or window from the elements. Awnings are often made of fabric or fl ex-
ible plastic supported by a rigid frame, and may be retracted into the face of the buil d-
ing.  

Axle:  assembly of a vehicle consisting of two or more wheels whose centers are in one hor i-
zontal plane, by means of which a portion of the weight of a vehicle and its load, if any, 
is continually transmitted to the roadway. An axle is any such assembly whether or not 
it is load -bearing only part of the time. For example, a single -unit truck with a steering 
axle and two axles in a rear -axle assembly is a truck ev en though one of the rear axles 
is a so -called dummy, drag, tag, or pusher type axle.  

B   

Banner:  A sign other than a flag, made of paper, cloth, thin plastic, or similar lightweight pl i-
able material, and usually containing a message or logo . 

Base Flood:  The flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any gi v-
en year (i.e., 100 -year flood).  

Basement:  The lower level of a building having a floor - to -ceiling height of at least 6½ feet 
and a portion of its floor subgrade (below ground level) o n at least one side. See also 
ñCellar.ò 

Bay Window:  A window assembly whose maximum horizontal projection is not more than 
two feet from the vertical plane of an exterior wall and is elevated above the floor level 
of the home.  

Bed and Breakfast Inn:  A bus iness establishment operated within a dwelling by the owner or 
occupant, offering temporary lodging and one or more meals to guests while away from 
their normal places of residence. In contrast, see ñRooming or Boarding Houseò and 
ñHotel or Motel.ò 

Benefic ial Owner(s):  All property owners in a subdivision that derive benefit from a stormw a-

ter management facility, detention facility, retention facility, or drainage easement may 
be considered owners of that facility or easement.  

Best Management Practices (BMP ôs)ðErosion and Sedimentation Control :  A collection of 
structural measures and vegetative practices which, when properly designed, installed 
and maintained, will provide effective erosion and sedimentation control and are d e-
signed in accordance with the sp ecifications contained in the Manual for Erosion and S e-
diment Control in Georgia . 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) ðStormwater Management:  Schedules of activities, pr o-
hibitions of practices, general good housekeeping practices, pollution prevention and 
educ ational practices, maintenance procedures, and other management practices to 
prevent or reduce the discharge of pollutants directly or indirectly to stormwater, r e-
ceiving waters, or stormwater conveyance systems. BMPs also include treatment pra c-
tices, oper ating procedures, and practices to control site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge 
or water disposal, or drainage from raw materials storage.  

Biomedical Waste Disposal or Transfer Facility: A facility engineered and designed for the 
collection and/or transf er of biomedical waste products such as used gauze, syringes, 
needles, bandages, test tubes and surgical wastes from a collector vehicle to a transport 
vehicle for conveyance to another destination for incineration or disposal.  

Biomedical Waste:  Any solid  waste which contains pathological waste, biological waste, cu l-
tures, and stocks of infectious agents and associated biologicals, contaminated animal 
carcasses (body parts, their bedding, and other wastes from such animals), chemoth e-
rapy waste, discarded m edical equipment and parts, not including expendable supplies 
and materials, which have not been decontaminated in accordance with the rules of the 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division.  
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Block:  A piece or parcel of land entirely surrounded by public hi ghways or streets (other than 

alleys), railroads or other rights -of -way, or boundaries of the development within which 
the block is located.  

Bridge:  A structure having a clear span of more than twenty feet designed to convey vehicles 
and/or pedestrians ove r a water course, railroad, public or private right -of -way, or any 
depression.  

Buffer, Landscape:  A landscape buffer is an area of natural vegetation or man -made co n-
struction that is intended to provide a visual and dimensional separation between diss i-
mila r land uses. In contrast, see ñBuffer, Stream.ò 

1.  Natural Buffer:  A visual screen created by vegetation of such density so as to 
present an opaque visual separation when viewed from one side to the other 
throughout the year.  

2.  Structural Buffer:  A visual screen created through construction of a solid wooden 
fence, decorative masonry wall, earthen berm, or combination of fence or wall with 
an earthen berm, which may be supplemented with vegetation, so as to present an 

opaque visual separation when  viewed from one side to the other throughout the 
year.  

Buffer, Stream: A strip of natural indigenous vegetation adjacent and parallel to the bank of 
a regulated stream designed to preserve and improve the quality of water within the r e-
gulated stream and i ts watershed. In contrast, see ñBuffer, Landscape.ò 

Buildable Area of Lot:  That portion of a lot bounded by and interior to the minimum required 
rear, side and front yards as established by the minimum building setback lines for a 
principal building.  

Build ing:  Any structure having a roof supported by columns or walls and intended for shelter, 
housing or enclosure of persons, animals or chattels.  

Building Code:  The technical codes approved for enforcement or otherwise adopted or 
adopted as amended by the Cou nty under the Georgia Uniform Codes Act, which reg u-
late the construction of buildings and structures.  

Building Line:  The line established by law beyond which a building shall not extend as d e-
termined by front, side, and rear yards herein.  

Building Permit:  A written permit that allows construction issued by the Code Enforcement 
Director.  

Building, Alterations of:  See ñAlteration of a Building.ò Building, Main:  A building in which is 
conducted the principal use of the lot on which it is situated. Also referr ed to as a ñPrin-
cipal Building. ò 

Building Sign:  A sign that in any manner is fastened to, projects from, or is placed or painted 
upon the exterior wall, window, door, or roof of a building. The term ñbuilding signò in-
cludes but is not limited to the follow ing:  

1.  Awning Sign:  A sign i m-
posed, mounted or painted 
upon an awning.  

2.  Mansard Sign:  A sign i m-
posed, mounted or painted 
upon a mansard and not e x-
tending above the top of the 
mansard.  

3.  Marquee Sign :  Any sign a t-
tached flat against the ma r-
quee or permanent sidewalk 
canopy of a building and not 
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extending above the top of the marquee.  

4.  Parapet Sign:  A sign imposed, mounted or painted on a parapet and not extending 
above the top of the parapet.  

5.  Projecting  Sign:  A sign affixed to a wall and extending more than 12 inches from 
the surface of such wall, usually perpendicular to the wall surface.  

6.  Roof Sign:  A sign that is mounted on, applied to, or otherwise structurally su p-
ported by the roof of a building.  

7.  Und er -Canopy Sign:  A display attached to the underside of a marquee or canopy 
and protruding over public or private sidewalks.  

8.  Wall (Or Façade) Sign:  A sign that is fastened directly to or is placed or painted d i-
rectly upon the exterior wall of a building, wi th the sign face parallel to the wall, 
and extending from the surface of the wall no more than 12 inches.  

9.  Window Sign:  A sign that is placed on or behind a windowpane or glass door and 
intended to be viewed from outside the building.  

C  

Caliper:  The diameter of a tree (usually nursery stock) measured at a point 6 inches above 
the ground or top of root ball for up to and including 4 - inch caliper trees, and at a point 
12 inches above the ground or top of root ball for larger sizes.  

Canopy:  A perman ent roof - like structure projecting from a building and open on at least one 
side for the purpose of shielding a pedestrian walkway from the elements, or a free s-
tanding roof - like structure supported by columns intended to shield a vehicular driveway 
or serv ice area from the elements.  

Cellar:  The lower level of a building with more than one -half of its floor - to -ceiling height b e-
low  the average finished grade of the adjoining ground on all sides, or with a floor - to -
ceiling height of less than 6İ feet. See Also ñBasement.ò 

Cemetery:  Any plot of ground, churchyard, building, mausoleum, or other enclosure used for 

the burial of the dead . 

Changeable Copy Sign:  

1.  Automatic Changeable Copy Sign:  A sign on which the copy changes automatically 
on a lamp bank or through mechanical means, e.g., electrical or electronic time and 
temperature units. Copy shall mean words and numbers.  

2.  Manual Changeab le Copy Sign:  A sign on which copy is changed manually in the 
field, e.g., reader boards with changeable letters. Copy shall mean words and nu m-
bers.  

Channel:  A natural or artificial watercourse with a definite bed and banks that conducts co n-
tinuously or periodically flowing water.  

Channeled Letters:  

1.  Internally Channeled Letters:  Letters or other symbols with recessed surface d e-

signed to accommodate incandescent bulbs or luminous tubing.  

2.  Reverse Channeled Letters:  Letters or other symbols with raised sur face designed 
to be lighted from behind by incandescent bulbs or luminous tubing.  

Childrenôs Day Care Facility: A òday care facility,ò as defined in this Code, for children. For 
the purpose of this Development Code the term ñchildrenôs day care facilityò shall i n-
clude but not be limited to the terms ñnursery school,ò ñearly learning center, ñpre-
kindergarten,ò ñprivate kindergarten,ò ñplay school,ò or ñpre-school.ò 

Clean Water Act:  The federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C § 1251 et seq.), and any 
subsequent amendments thereto.  
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Clinic:  An establishment where patients, who are not lodged overnight, are admitted for 

medical examination and treatment.  

Commercial:  See under ñLand Use Categories.ò 

Common Open Space:  See ñOpen Space.ò 

Compatibility:  With r egard to buildings, compatibility means achieving harmony in appea r-
ance of architectural features in the same vicinity.  

Composting Center: A site or facility in which composting activities take place under co n-
trolled conditions.  

Composting:  The controlled biological decomposition of organic matter into a stable, odor 
free humus.  

Condition of Zoning Approval:  A requirement adopted by the Board of Commissioners at the 
time of approval of a rezoning or Special Use, placing greater or additional requirements 
or  restrictions on the property than provided in this Development Code in order to r e-
duce an adverse impact of the rezoning or Special Use and to further the protection of 

the public health, safety, or general welfare.  

Condominium:  A form of ownership distin guished by the absence of individual lots or lot lines 
and utilizing instead a system of ownership whereby dwelling or other units are indiv i-
dually owned but where land outside of the building walls is held in common and mai n-
tained by a condominium associa tion in accordance with OCGA Section 44 -3-70, known 
and cited as the ñGeorgia Condominium Act.ò 

Conservation Subdivision:  See ñSubdivision, Conservation.ò 

Construction Activity:  Activities subject to the Georgia Erosion and Sedimentation Control 
Act or NPD ES Construction Permits. Such activities include but are not limited to clea r-
ing and grubbing, grading, excavating, and demolition.  

Construction/Demolition Waste:  Waste building materials and rubble resulting from constru c-
tion, remodeling, repair, and demo lition operations on pavements, houses, commercial 
buildings and other structures. Such wastes include, but are not limited to asbestos co n-

taining waste, wood, bricks, metal, concrete, wall board, paper, cardboard, inert waste 
landfill material, and other nonputrescible wastes which have a low potential for 
groundwater contamination.  

Construction/Demolition Waste Landfill:  A discrete area of land that receives constru c-
tion/demolition waste as defined above.  

Cut:  A portion of land surface or area from which  earth has been removed or will be removed 
by excavation; the depth below original ground surface to excavated surface. Also 
known as ñexcavation.ò 

D   

Dam:  A structure or wall constructed for the purpose of stopping water, whether constructed 
as An earthen, embankment, reinforced concrete, or other material.  

Day Care Facility:  The use of a building or premises for the care and supervision of children 

or elderly adults who do not reside on the property, for periods of less than 24 hours.  

1.  Family Day Care Home:  An accessory use within a private residence operated by 
the occupant of the dwelling that enrolls for pay, supervision and non -medical care, 
5 or fewer children or elderly adults with no overnight stays, or no more than 6 
children or elderly adults if the  structure meets the Building Code requirements for 
institutional uses.  

2.  Group Day Care Home:  A day care facility that enrolls for pay, supervision and non -
medical care, up to 18 children or elderly adults with no overnight stays.  
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3.  Day Care Center:  A day car e facility that enrolls for pay, supervision and non -

medical care, 19 or more children or elderly adults with no overnight stays.  

Dead Tree Or Plant:  Any living plant material that has lost 33% or more of its branches or 
leaves, as determined by the Planni ng Director or other qualified designee, shall be co n-
sidered dead.  

Design Professional of Record:  The licensed professional whose seal appears on plats or 
plans subject to these regulations.  

Detention:  The temporary storage of stormwater runoff in a stormw ater management facility 
for the purpose of controlling the peak discharge.  

Detention Facility:  A basin or structure used for the temporary storage of stormwater runoff 
for the purpose of controlling the peak discharge and which is designed to completely 
drain after a specified period of time.  

Developer:  A person who undertakes land development activities.  

Development Permit:  The authorization necessary to initiate and conduct a land -disturbing 

activity and to carry out the planned development of land and s tructures.  

Development Review Committee (D RC):  A committee appointed by resolution of the Board of 
Commissioners to provide technical review of zoning applications, construction plans 
and other related items, and consisting of representatives of the Planni ng, Code E n-
forcement, Public Works/Engineering, Utilities, Health, EMA and/or other County D e-
partments.  

Development:  Any man -made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including, but 
not limited to, buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, 
excavating, drilling operations, and permanent storage of materials or equipment ; a 
land development or land development project . 

Diameter Breast Height (Dbh):  The diameter of an existing tree trunk measured at a height 
of 4½ feet  above the ground. If a tree splits into multiple trunks below 4½ feet, the 
trunk is measured at its most narrow point beneath the split.  

Dormer:  A window projecting from a roof.  

Double Frontage Lot:  A lot having frontage on two (2) streets as distinguishe d from a corner 
lot.  

Double -Faced Sign:  A sign structure with two sign faces that are parallel (back - to -back) or 
that form an angle to one another, where each sign face is designed to be seen from a 
different direction and the two sign faces are separated from each other at their nearest 
point by no more than three feet. Sign faces on a single sign structure that are sep a-
rated by more than three feet are treated as separate signs.  

Drainage Easement:  An easement appurtenant or attached to a tract or parcel o f land allo w-
ing the owner of adjacent tracts or other persons to discharge stormwater runoff onto 
the tract or parcel of land subject to the drainage easement.  

Drainage Structure:  A device composed of a virtually nonerodible material such as concrete, 
stee l, plastic or other such material that conveys water from one place to another by i n-
tercepting the flow and carrying it to a release point for storm -water management, 

drainage control or flood control purposes.  

Drip Line:  A perimeter formed by the points f arthest away from the trunk of a tree where 
precipitation falling from the branches of that tree lands on the ground.   

Driveway Grade:  the grade of the centerline of driveway measured at its steepest point.  

Driveway:  A travelway improved for vehicular acce ss to a property for the primary purpose 
of providing access between a street and automobile parking facilities or truck loading 
areas on the property, or for providing a connection between distinct parking or loading 
areas on the property.  
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Drug Store/Phar macy:  A retail business establishment (in contrast to a ñprescription shopò) 

which, A) dispenses prescription and non -prescription medications and B) has more than  
2,500 square feet of floor space or which offers for sale products from more than three 
of t he following product categories:  

1.  Bulk consumption food or drink products such as multiple serving food or drink 
packages or containers, (but not including single serving packages or containers).  

2.  Photographic film developing or processing services.  

3.  Tobacco products such as cigarettes, cigars, snuff, pipe tobacco, or chewing toba c-
co, (but not including nicotine gum, patches or similar products marketed as stop 
smoking aids).  

4.  Small appliances and personal electronics such as toasters, radios, cassette tape 
and  CD players, calculators, cameras, video games, hair dryers or electric razors, 
(but not including digital medical thermometers, blood pressure or blood oxygen 
monitors, humidifiers, heating pads and medication delivery systems.  

5.  Cosmetics such as makeup, l ipsticks or perfumes, (but not including mouthwashes, 
toothpastes, foot powders, first aid supplies or medical prostheses).     

6.  Alcoholic beverages such as beer, wine or spiritous liquors, (but not including m e-
dicines containing alcohol).  

7.  Housewares such as  light bulbs, cooking utensils, cleaning fluids, drain cleaners, 
mops, garden hoses or lawn sprinklers.  

8.  Hardware such as hand tools, power tools, nails, screws, or electrical extension 
cords, (but not including durable medical equipment such as wheelchairs , braces, 
splints, crutches, walkers and similar equipment).  

9.  Seasonal items such as Christmas decorations, Halloween costumes and candy, 
lawn chairs, barbeque grills or picnic coolers, (but not including seasonal flu vaccine 
or other seasonal medicines).  

10.  School and office supplies such as staplers, three ring binders, file folders, desk c a-

lendars or pencil sharpeners.  

11.  Sporting goods and toys.  

12.  Automobile products including motor oil, gas treatment, jumper cables, wiper 
blades or fuses, (but not including pro stheses or other device to assist a disabled 
person with driving).  

Dumpster/Waste Container:  A container used solely for the temporary collection and periodic 
transfer of garbage, household waste or trash excluding sanitary waste in septic tanks, 
yard trim mings, construction and demolition wastes, and hazardous wastes.  

Dwelling:  Any building or portion thereof which is designed for or used for residential pu r-
poses.  

Dwelling Unit:  An enclosure of one or more interconnected rooms, including separate bat h-
room and kitchen facilities, designed and constructed as a unit for permanent residential 
occupancy by one family.  

Dwelling, Single Family:  A buil d-
ing designed for and occ u-
pied exclusively by one 
family. See also ñSite Built 
Single -Family Dwelling,ò 
ñManufactured Home,ò ñMo-
bile Homeò and ñModular 
Home.ò 

Dwelling, Multi -Family:  A res i-




