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Article 11.  Erosion Control and Stormwater Management  

Sec. 1101.  Purpose of Article 1 1 . 

This Article contains the requirements that relate to the impact of rainfall events on the 
nat ural and manmade environment, including the erosion and siltation effe cts of site grading 
and land disturbance activities, the control of stormwater flows and the potential damaging 
effects of flooding.  

Sec. 1102.  Standards incorporated by reference.  

Sec. 1102.01.  Stormwater m anagement.  

The design, construction, operation and maintenance of the stormwater system, including 
stormwater detention facilities and all conveyances whether piped or open, shall conform to 
the provisions of the Georgia Stormwater Management Manual, published August  2001 

and as may be amended by local addenda of Oconee County from time to time, or as perio d-
ically updated or expanded based on improvements in science, engineering, monitoring or 
local maintenance experience.  

 

SOIL EROSION AND SED IMENTATION CONTROL.  

Sec. 1103.  Purp ose and intent . 

The purpose of this Section is to control erosion and sedimentation by requiring proper pr o-
visions for storm water runoff and the protection of soil surfaces during and after any land 
disturbing activity so as to promote the safety, public health and general welfare of the 
people of the county.  

Sec. 1104.  Definitions related to erosion and sediment control.  

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the conte xt clearly indicates a different mea n-
ing:  

Best Management Practices (BMPôs)ðErosion and Sedimentation Control :  A collection of 
structural measures and vegetative practices which, when properly designed, installed 
and maintained, will provide effective eros ion and sedimentation control and are d e-
signed in accordance with the specifications contained in the Manual for Erosion and S e-
diment Control in Georgia . 

Buffer, Stream: A strip of natural indigenous vegetation adjacent and parallel to the bank of 
a regula ted stream designed to preserve and improve the quality of water within the r e-
gulated stream and its watershed. In c ontrast, see ñBuffer, Landscapeò in Article 8.  

Cut:  A portion of land surface or area from which earth has been removed or will be removed 
by excavation; the depth below original ground surface to excavated surface. Also 

know n as ñexcavation.ò 

Development Permit:  The authorization necessary to initiate and conduct a land -disturbing 
activity and to carry out the planned development of land and structures.  

Drainage Structure:  A device composed of a virtually nonerodible material such as concrete, 
steel, plastic or other such material that conveys water from one place to another by i n-
tercepting the flow and carrying it to a release point for storm -water management, 
drainage control or flood control purposes.  

EPD:  The Environmental Protection Division of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources.  
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EPD Director:  The Director of the Environmental Protection Division of the Georgia Depar t-

ment  of Natural Resources.  

Erosion:  The process by which land surface is worn away by the action of wind, water, ice, or 
gravity.  

Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan:  A plan that is designed to minimize the accelerated 
erosion and sediment runoff at a site during land disturbance activities.  

Fill:  A portion of land surface to which soil or other solid material has been added; the depth 
above the original ground.  

Finished Grade:  The final elevation and contour of the ground after cutting or filling and co n-
for ming to the proposed design.  

Grading:  Altering the shape of ground surfaces to a predetermined condition; this includes 
stripping, cutting, filling, stockpiling and shaping, or any combination thereof, and shall 
include the land in its cut or filled condit ion.  

Ground Elevation:  The original elevation of the ground surface prior to cutting or filling.  

Land -Disturbing Activity:  Any activity that may result in soil erosion from water or wind and 
the movement of sediments into state waters or onto lands within the state, including, 
but not limited to, clearing, dredging, grading, excavating, transporting and filling of 
land but not including those practices that are exempt under the Soil Erosion and Sed i-
mentation Control provisions of this Development Code . 

Larg er Common Plan of Development or Sale:  A contiguous area where multiple, separate 
and distinct construction activities are or may be occurring at different times on diffe r-
ent schedules under one plan of development or sale.  For purposes of this paragraph, 
ñplanò means an announcement; piece of documentation such as a sign, public notice or 
hearing, sales pitch, advertisement, drawing, permit application, zoning request, or 
computer design; or physical demarcation such as boundary signs, lot stakes, or su r-
veyor markings, indicating that construction activities may occur on a specific plot.  

Local Issuing Authority:  The Oconee  County Board of Commissioners or its assigned or de s-
ignated representative, which shall be responsible for administering this Article an d has 

been certified by the Director of the Environmental Protection Division of the Depar t-
ment of Natural Resources as the issuing authority, pursuant to the Erosion and Sed i-
ment ation Act of 1975, as amended.  

Metropolitan River Protection Act  (MRPA):  A state law referenced as O.C.G.A. 12 -5-440 et 
seq ., which addresses environmental and developmental matters in certain metropolitan 
river corridors and their drainage basins.  

Natural Ground Surface:  The ground surface in its original state before any gra ding, excav a-
tion or filling.  

Nephelometric Turbidity Units (NTU):  Numerical units of measure based upon photometric 
analytical techniques for measuring the light scattered by finely divided particles of a 
substance in suspension.  This technique is used to estimate the extent of turbidity in 
water in which colloidally dispersed particles are present.  

One-Hundred -Year Flood Plain:  A land area subject to a 1 percent or greater statistical o c-

currence probability of flooding in any given year.  

Operator: The part y or parties that have :  1) operational control of construction project plans 
and specifications, including the ability to make modifications to those plans and specif i-
cations; or 2) day - to -day operational control of those activities that are necessary to 
ensure compliance with a storm -water pollution prevention plan for the site or other 
permit conditions, such as a person authorized to direct workers at a site to carry out 
activities required by the storm -water pollution prevention plan or to comply with o ther 
permit conditions.  

Person: Any individual, partnership, firm, association, joint venture, public or private corp o-
ration, trust, estate, commission, board, public or private institution, utility, cooper a-
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tive, state agency, municipality or other politic al subdivision of the State, any interstate 

body or other legal entity.  

Project:  1) The entire proposed development project regardless of the size of the area of 
land to be disturbed.  2) For stormwater management, see ñLand Development Project.ò 

Qualified Personnel: Any person who meets or exceeds the education and training requir e-
ments of  O.C.G.A. 12 -7-19.  

Roadway Drainage Structure:  A device such as a bridge, culvert or ditch, composed of a vi r-
tually non -erodible material such as concrete, steel, plastic or other such material that 
conveys water under a roadway by intercepting the flow on one side of a traveled way 
consisting of one or more defined lanes, with or without shoulder areas, and carrying 
water to a release point on the other side.  

Sediment:  Sol id material, both organic and inorganic, that is in suspension, is being tran s-
ported or has been moved from its site of origin by air, water, ice or gravity as a pro d-
uct of erosion.  

Sedimentation:  The process by which eroded material is transported and deposited by the 
action of water, wind, ice, or gravity.  

Soil & Water Commission: The State Soil and Water Conservation Commission.  

Soil and Water Conservation District Approved Plan:  An erosion and sedimentation control 
plan approved in writing by the Oconee River Soil and Water Conservation District.  

Soil & Water District: The Oconee River Soil and Water Conservation District.  

Stabilization:  The process of establishing an enduring soil cover of vege tation by the install a-
tion of temporary or permanent structures for the purpose of reducing to a minimum 
the erosion process and the resultant transport of sediment by wind, water, ice or grav i-
ty.  

State General Permit: The National Pollution Discharge Elim ination System general permit or 
permits for storm -water runoff from construction activities as is now in effect or as may 
be amended or reissued in the future pursuant to the Stateôs authority to implement the 

same through federal delegation under the Fed eral Water Pollution Control Act, as 
amended, 33 U.S.C. Section 1251, et seq., and subsection (f) of O.C.G.A. 12 -5-30.  

State Waters:  Those waters of the State of Georgia  as defined under the Georgia Erosion and 
Sedimentation Act of 1975, as amended (O.C.G.A. 12 -7-1 et seq .).  

Stream Buffer: See ñBuffer, Stream.ò 

Structural Erosion and Sedimentation Control Measures:  Measures for the stabilization of 
erodible or sediment -pr oducing areas by utilizing the mechanical properties of matter 
for the purpose of either changing the surface of the land or storing, regulating or di s-
posing of runoff to prevent excessive sediment loss. Examples of structural erosion and 
sedimentation con trol practices are riprap, sediment basins, dikes, level spreaders, w a-
terways or outlets, diversions, grade stabilization structures, sediment traps and land 
grading. Such measures can be found in the publication Manual for Erosion and Sed i-
ment Control in Georgia . 

Trout Streams: All streams or portions of streams within the watershed as designated by the 

Game and Fish Division of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources under the pr o-
visions of O.C.G.A. 12 -5-20 et. seq.  Streams designated as primary trout  waters are d e-
fined as supporting a self -sustaining population of rainbow, brown or brook trout.  
Streams designated as secondary trout waters are those in which there is no evidence 
of natural trout reproduction, but are capable of supporting trout through out the year.  
First order trout waters are streams into which no other streams flow except springs.  

Vegetative Erosion and Sedimentation Control Measures:  Measures for the stabilization of 
erodible or sediment -producing areas by covering the soil with:  
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1.  Permanent seeding, sprigging or planting, producing long - term vegetative cover; 

or  

2.  Temporary seeding, producing short - term vegetative cover; or  

3.  Sodding, covering areas with a turf of perennial sod - forming grass.  

Such measures can be found in the publication Manual for Erosion and Sediment Control 
in Georgia . 

Watercourse:  Any natural or artificial watercourse, stream, river, creek, channel, ditch, ca n-
al, conduit, culvert, drain, waterway, gully, ravine, or wash in which water flows either 
continuously or intermittently and which has a definite channel, bed and banks, and i n-
cluding any area adjacent thereto subject to inundation by reason of overflow or floo d-
water.  

Wetlands:  Those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a fr e-
quen cy and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do su p-
port a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.  

Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs and similar areas.  

Sec. 1105.  Exemptions.  

This S ection shall apply to any land -disturbing activity undertaken by any person on any land 
except for the following:  

a.  Surface mining, as same is defined in O.C.G.A. 12 -4-72, ñMineral Resources and Caves 
Actò; 

b.  Granite quarrying and land clearing for such quarry ing;  

c.  Such minor land -disturbing activities as home gardens and individual home landscaping, 
repairs, maintenance work, fences and other related activities, which result in minor soil 
erosion;   

d.  The construction of single - family residences, when such constru ction disturbs less than 
one acre and is not a part of a larger common development plan or sale with a planned 

disturbance of equal to or greater than one acre and not otherwise exempted under this 
section; provided however, that construction of any such r esidence shall conform to the 
minimum requirements as set forth in Sec. 1106  and this paragraph.  For single - family 
residence construction covered by the provisions of this paragraph, there shall be a bu f-
fer zone between the residence and any state waters classified as trout streams pu r-
suant to Article 2 of Chapter 5 of the Georgia Water Quality Control Act.  In any such 
buffer zone, no land -disturbing a ctivity shall occur between the residence and the point 
where vegetation has been wrested by normal stream flow or wave action from the 
banks of the trout waters.  For primary trout waters, the buffer zone shall be at least 50 
horizontal feet, and no varian ce to a smaller buffer shall be granted.  For secondary trout 
waters, the buffer zone shall be at least 50 horizontal feet, but the EPD Director may 
grant variances to no less than 25 feet . Regardless of whether a trout stream is primary 
or secondary, for f irst order trout waters, which are streams into which no other 
streams flow except for springs, the buffer shall be at least 25 horizontal feet, and no 
variance to a smaller buffer shall be granted. The minimum requirements of subsection 
(b) of Code sectio n 12 -7-6 and the buffer zones provided by this paragraph shall be e n-

forced by the issuing authority ;  

e.  Agricultural operations as defined in O.C.G.A. 1 -3-3, ñDefinitions,ò to include those prac-
tices involving the establishment, cultivation, or harvesting of products of the field or 
orchard; the preparation and planting of pasture land; farm ponds; dairy operations; l i-
vestock and poultry management practices; and the construction of farm buildings;  

f.  Forestry land management practices, including harvesting; prov ided, however, that 
when such exempt forestry practices cause or result in land disturbing or other activities 
otherwise prohibited in a stream buffer, as established in paragraphs (15)  and (16)  of  
Sec. 1106.01.b , no other land disturbing activities, except for normal forest manag e-
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ment practices, shall be allowed on the entire property upon which the forestry practi c-

es were conducted for a period of three years after completion of such forestry practi c-
es;  

g.  Any project carried out under the technical supervision of the Natural Resources Co n-
servation Service of the United States Department of Agriculture;  

h.  Any project involving less than one acre of disturbed area; provided, however, that th is 
exemption shall not apply to any land -disturbing activity within a larger common plan of 
development or sale with a planned disturbance of equal to or greater than one acre or 
within 200 feet of the bank of any state waters. For purposes of this paragra ph, ñState 
Watersò excludes channels and drainageways which have water in them only during and 
immediately after rainfall events and intermittent streams which do no t have water in 
them year - round; provided, however, that a ny person responsible for a proje ct which 
involves less than one acre, which involves land -disturbing activity and which is within 
200 feet of any such excluded channel or drainageway, must prevent sediment from 
moving beyond the boundaries of the property on which such project is located  and pr o-
vided, further, that nothing contained herein shall prevent the regulation of any such 

project that is not specifically exempted by any  Subsection  of this Sec. 1105 ;  

i.  Construction or maintenance projects, or both, undertaken or financed in whole or in 
part, or both, by the Georgia Department of Transportation, the Georgia Highway A u-
thority or the State Tollway Authority; or any road construction  or maintenance project, 
or both, undertaken by any county or municipality; provided, however, that construction 
or maintenance projects of Department of Transportation or State Tollway Authority 
which disturb one or more contiguous acres of land shall be subject to provisions of 
O.C.G.A. 12 -7-7.1; except where the Department of Transportation or the Georgia Road 
Authority or State Tollway Authority is a secondary permittee for a project located wit h-
in a larger common development plan or sale under the stat e general permit, in which 
case a copy of the notice of intent under the state general permit shall be submitted to 
Oconee  County and Oconee  County will enforce compliance with the minimum requir e-
ments set forth in O.C.G.A. 12 -7-6 as if a permit had been i ssued and violations shall be 
subject to the same penalties as violations by permit holders;  

j.  Any land -disturbing activities conducted by any electric membership corporation or m u-
nicipal electrical system or any public utility under the regulatory jurisdict ion of the Pu b-
lic Service Commission, any utility under the regulatory jurisdiction of the Federal Ene r-
gy Regulatory Commission, any cable television system as defined in O.C.G.A. 36 -18 -1, 
or any agency or instrumentality of the United State s engaged in th e generation, tran s-
mission or distribution of power; except where and electric membership corporation or 
municipal electric system or any public utility under the regulatory jurisdiction of the 
Public Service Commission, any utility under the regulatory ju risdiction of the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, any cable television system as defined in O.C.G.A. 36 -
18 -1, or any agency or instrumentality of the United Stated engaged in the generation, 
transmission or distribution of power is a secondary permit tee for a project located in a 
larger common plan of development or sale under the state general permit, in which 
case Oconee  County will enforce compliance with the minimum requirements set forth in 
O.C.G.A. 12 -7-6 as if a permit had been issued and viola tions shall be subject to the 
same penalties as violations by permit holders; and  

k.  Any public water system reservoir.  

Sec. 1106.  Minimum requirements for erosion and sedimentation control.  

Sec. 1106.01.  General Provisions . 

Excessive soil erosion and resulting sedimentation can take  place during land -disturbing a c-
tivities. Therefore, plans for those land -disturbing activities which are not exempted by this 
ordinance shall contain provisions for application of soil erosion and sedimentation control 
measures. The provisions shall be in corporated into the erosion and sedimentation control 
plans. Soil erosion and sedimentation control measures shall conform to the requirements of 
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this Section. The application of measures shall apply to all features of the site, including 

street and utilit y installations, drainage facilities and other temporary and permanent i m-
provements.  Measures shall be installed to prevent or control erosion and sediment pollution 
during all stages of any land -disturbing activity.  

a.  Minimum requirements; best management p ractices.  

(1)  Best management practices, as set forth in this Sec. 1106.01.a  and Sec. 
1106.01.b  shall be required for all land -disturbing activities. Proper design, insta l-
lation, and maintenance of best management practices shall constitute a co m-
plete defense to any action by Oconee  County  or to any other allegation of no n-
compliance with this subsection or any substantially similar terms contained in a 
development permit for the discharge of stormwater issued pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
12 -5-30(f), the Georgia Water Quality Control Act. As used in  this subsection, the 
terms ñproper designò and ñproperly designedò mean designed in accordance with 
the hydraulic design specifications contained in the applicable  Manual for Erosion 
and Sediment Control in Georgia.  

(2)  A discharge of stormwater runoff from d isturbed areas where best management 
practices have not been properly designed, installed and maintained shall const i-
tute a separate violation of any development permit issued by Oconee  County or 
of any state general permit for construction activities issu ed by EPD pursuant to 
O.C.G.A. 12 -5-30(f), the Georgia Water Quality Control Act, for each day on 
which such discharge results in the turbidity of receiving waters being increased 
by more than 25 nephelometric turbidity units for waters supporting warm wat er 
fisheries or by more than 10 nephelometric turbidity units for waters classified as 
trout streams. The turbidity of the receiving waters shall be measured in acco r-
dance with guidelines issued by the EPD Director.  This paragraph shall not apply 
to any la nd disturbance associated with the construction of single family homes 
which are not part of a larger common plan of development or sale unless the 
planned disturbance for such construction is equal to or greater than five acres.  

(a)  Failure to properly design , install or maintain best management practices 
shall constitute a violation of any development permit issued by Oconee  

County or of any state general permit issued by EPD pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
12 -5-30(f), the Georgia Water Quality Control Act, for each day  on which 
such failure occurs.  

(b)  The EPD Director may require, in accordance with regulations adopted by 
the Board of Natural Resources, reasonable and prudent monitoring of the 
turbidity level of receiving waters into which discharges from land -
disturbing a ctivities occur.  

b.  Minimum requirements for erosion and sedimentation control; specific.  

All permittees and exempt persons who are required to comply with this Section shall 
follow as a minimum protections at least as stringent as the State General Permit, a nd 
best management practices, including sound conservation and engineering practices to 
prevent and minimize erosion and resultant sedimentation, which are consistent with, 
and no less stringent than, those practices contained in the Manual for Erosion and  Se-
diment Control in Georgia  published by the Georgia Soil and Water Conservation Co m-
mission as of January 1 of the year in which the land -disturbing activity was permitted, 

as well as the following:  

(1)  Stripping of vegetation, re -grading and other developmen t activities shall be co n-
ducted in a manner so as to minimize erosion.  

(2)  Cut - fill operations must be kept to a minimum.  

(3)  Development plans must conform to topography and soil type so as to create the 
lowest practical erosion potential.  

(4)  Whenever feasible, natu ral vegetation shall be retained, protected and suppl e-
mented.  
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(5)  The disturbed area and the duration of exposure to erosive elements shall be  kept 

to a practicable minimum.  

(6)  Disturbed soil shall be stabilized as quickly as practical.  

(7)  Temporary vegetation or mu lching shall be employed to protect exposed critical 
areas during development.  

(8)  Permanent vegetation and structural erosion control measures shall be installed 
as soon as practical.  

(9)  To the extent necessary, sediment in run -off water must be trapped by the u se of 
debris basins, sediment basins, silt traps or similar measures until the disturbed 
area is stabilized. As used in this paragraph, a disturbed area is stabilized when it 
is brought to a condition of continuous compliance with the requirements of 
O.C.G .A. 12 -7-1 et. seq . 

(10)  Adequate provisions must be provided to minimize damage from surface water to 
the cut face of excavations or the sloping surface of fills.  

(11)  Cuts and fills may not endanger adjoining property.  

(12)  Fills may not encroach upon natural watercour ses or constructed channels in a 
manner so as to adversely affect other property owners.  

(13)  Grading equipment must cross - flowing streams by means of bridges or culverts 
except when such methods are not feasible and provided, in any case, that such 
crossings a re kept to a minimum.  

(14)  Land -disturbing activity plans for erosion and sedimentation control shall include 
provisions for treatment or control of any source of sediments and adequate s e-
dimentation control facilities to retain sediments on -site or preclude se diment a-
tion of adjacent waters by more than 25 nephelometric turbidity units for waters 
supporting warm water fisheries or by more than 10 nephelometric turbidity units 
for waters classified as trout streams.  

(15)  Except as provided in Sec. 1106.01.b(16)  and the Environmental Protection A r-

ticle of this Code relating to stream buffers and conservation corridors , there is 
established a 25 foot stream buffer al ong  the banks of all  state waters, as mea s-
ured horizontally from the point where vegetation has been wrested by normal 
stream flow or wave action except where the EPD Director determines to allow a 
variance that is at least as protective of natural resources and the environment, 
where otherwise allowed by the EPD Director pursuant to O.C.G.A. 12 -2-8, or 
where a drainage structure or a roadway drainage structure must be constructed, 
provided that adequate erosion control measures are incorporated in t he project 
plans and specifications, and are implemented; provided, however, the buffers of 
at least 25 feet established pursuant to part 6 of Article 5, Chapter 5 of Title 12, 
the Georgia Water Quality Control Act, shall remain in force unless a variance is 
granted by the Director as provided in this paragraph. The following requirements 
shall apply to any such buffer:  

(a)  No land -disturbing activities shall be conducted within a stream buffer and 
a stream buffer shall remain in its natural, undisturbed state of vegetation 
until all land -disturbing activities on the construction site are completed.  

Once the final stabilization of the site is achieved, a buffer may be thinned 
or trimmed of vegetation as long as a protective vegetative cover remains 
to protect wa ter quality and aquatic habitat and a natural canopy is left in 
sufficient quantity to keep shade on the stream bed; provided, however, 
that any person constructing a single - family residence, when such res i-
dence is constructed by or under contract with the  owner for his or her own 
occupancy, may thin or trim vegetation in a buffer at any time as long as 
protective vegetative cover remains to protect water quality and aquatic 
habitat and a natural canopy is left in sufficient quantity to keep shade on 
the st ream bed; and  
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(b)  The stream buffer shall not apply to the following land -disturbing activities, 

provided that they occur at an angle, as measured from the point of cros s-
ing, within 25 degrees of perpendicular to the stream; cause a width of di s-
turbance of not  more than 50 feet within the buffer; and adequate erosion 
control measures are incorporated into the project plans and specifications 
and are implemented:  

i.  Stream crossings for water lines; or  

ii.  Stream crossings for sewer lines.  

(16)  There is established a 50 foot stream buffer as measured horizontally from the 
point where vegetation has been wrested by normal stream flow or wave action, 
along the banks of any state waters classified as "trout streams" pursuant to A r-
ticle 2 of Chapter 5 of Title 12, the "Georgi a Water Quality Control Act", except 
where a roadway drainag e structure must be constructed ; provided, however, 
that small springs and streams classified as trout streams which discharge an a v-
erage annual flow of 25 gallons per minute or less shall have a 25 foot buffer or 

they may be piped, at the discretion of the landowner, pursuant to the terms of a 
rule providing for a general variance promulgated by the Board, so long as any 
such pipe stops short of the downstream landownerôs property and the landowner 
complies with the buffer requirement for any adjacent trout streams. The Director 
may grant a variance from such buffer to allow land -disturbing activity, provided 
that adequate erosion control measures are incorporated in the project plans and 
specifica tions and are implemented. The following requirements shall apply to 
such buffer:  

(a)  No land -disturbing activities shall be conducted within a stream buffer and 
a stream buffer shall remain in its natural, undisturbed, state of vegetation 
until all land -distu rbing activities on the construction site are completed. 
Once the final stabilization of the site is achieved, a buffer may be thinned 
or trimmed of vegetation as long as a protective vegetative cover remains 
to protect water quality and aquatic habitat an d a natural canopy is left in 
sufficient quantity to keep shade on the stream bed: provided, however, 

that any person constructing a single ïfamily residence, when such res i-
dence is constructed by or under contract with the owner for his or her own 
occupanc y, may thin or trim vegetation in a buffer at any time as long as 
protective vegetative cover remains to protect water quality and aquatic 
habitat and a natural canopy is left in sufficient quantity to keep shade on 
the stream bed; and  

(b)  The stream buffer s hall not apply to the following land -disturbing activities, 
provided that they occur at an angle, as measured from the point of cros s-
ing, within 25 degrees of perpendicular to the stream; cause a width of di s-
turbance of not more than 50 feet within the buf fer; and adequate erosion 
control measures are incorporated into the project plans and specifications 
and are implemented:  

i.  Stream crossings for water lines; or  

ii.  Stream crossings for sewer lines.  

(17)  The fact that land -disturbing activity for which a permit has been issued results in i n-
jury to the property of another shall neither constitute proof of nor create a pr e-
sumption of a violation of the standards provided for in this ordinance or the terms 
of the permit.  

Sec. 1107.  Application/permit process.  

Sec. 1107.01.  General.  

The property  owner, developer and designated planners and engineers shall review the ge n-
eral development plans and detailed plans of the Local Issuing Authority that affect the tract 
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to be developed and the area surrounding it. They shall review this Development Code  and 

other ordinances that  regulate the development of land within the jurisdictional boundaries 
of the Local Issuing Authority. However, the operator is the only party who may obtain a 
permit.  

Sec. 1107.02.  Application requirements.  

a.  No person shall conduct any land -dist urbing activity within the jurisdictional boundaries 
of the Oconee County Board of Commissioners without first obtaining a permit from the 
Code Enforcement Department to perform such activity.  

b.  The application for a permit shall be submitted to the Code Enf orcement Department 
and must include the applicant's erosion and sedimentation control plan with supporting 
data, as necessary. Said plans shall include, as a minimum, the data specified in Sec. 
1107.03  of this Article . Soil erosion and sedimentation control plans shall conform to the 
provisions of Sec. 1106.01.a  and Sec. 1106.01.b . of this Article . Applications for a pe r-
mit will not be accepted unless accompanied by 3 three copies of the ap plicant's soil 
erosion and sedimentation control plans. All applications shall contain a certification 

stating that the plan preparer or the designee thereof visited the site prior to creation of 
the plan or that such a visit was not required in accordance  with rules and regulations 
established by the board.  

c.  A fee, in the amount of $250 up to 50 lots, $350 from 51 up to 100 lots, $400 from 101 
to 150 lots and $500 from 151 lots and up shall be charged for each acre or fraction 
thereof in the project area.  

d.  I n addition to the local permitting fees, fees will also be assessed pursuant to paragraph 
(5) subsection (a) of O.C.G.A. 12 -5-23, provided that such fees shall not exceed $80.00 
per acre of land -disturbing activity, and these fees shall be calculated and p aid by the 
primary permittee as defined in the state general permit for each acre of land -disturbing 
activity included in the planned development or each phase of development. All applic a-
ble fees shall be paid prior to issuance of the land disturbance perm it. In a jurisdiction 
that is certified pursuant to subsection (a) of O.C.G.A. 12 -7-8 half of such fees levied 
shall be submitted to the division; except that any and all fees due from an entity which 
is required to give notice pursuant to paragraph (9) or  (10) of O.C.G.A. 12 -7-17 shall be 

submitted in full to the division, regardless of the existence of a local issuing authority 
in the jurisdiction.  

e.  Immediately upon receipt of an application and plan for a permit, the Local Issuing A u-
thority shall refer th e application and plan to the Soil & Water District  for its review and 
approval or disapproval concerning the adequacy of the erosion and sedimentation co n-
trol plan. A Soil & Water District  shall approve or disapprove a plan within 35 days of r e-
ceipt. Fail ure of a Soil & Water District  to act within 35 days shall be considered an a p-
proval of the pending plan. The results of the Soil & Water District  review shall be fo r-
warded to the Issuing Authority. No permit will be issued unless the plan has been a p-
prove d by the Soil & Water District , and any variances from the stream buffer requir e-
ments of this Development Code  and bonding, if required as per  Sec. 1107.02.g , have 
been obtained. Such review will not be required if the Issuing Authority and the Soil & 
Water District  have entered into an agreement which allows the Issuing Authority to 
conduct such r eview and approval of the plan without referring the application and plan 
to the Soil & Water District . 

f.  If a permit applicant has had two or more violations of previous permits, this ordinance 
section, or the Erosion and Sedimentation Act, as amended, with in three years prior to 
the date of filing of the application under consideration, the Local Issuing Authority may 
deny the permit application.  

g.  The Local Issuing Authority may require the permit applicant to post a bond in the form 
of government security, cash, irrevocable letter of credit, or any combination thereof up 
to, but not exceeding, $3,000.00 per acre or fraction thereof of the proposed land -
disturbing activity, prior to issuing the permit. If the applicant does not comply with this 
Development Co de or with the conditions of the permit after issuance, the Local Issuing 
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Authority may call, the bond or any part thereof to be forfeited and may use the 

proceeds to hire a contractor to stabilize the site of the land -disturbing activity and 
bring it into  compliance. These provisions shall not apply unless there is in effect an o r-
dinance or statute specifically providing for hearing and judicial review of any determ i-
nation or order of the Local Issuing Authority with respect to alleged permit violations.  

Sec. 1107.03.  Plan requirements.  

a.  Plans must be prepared to meet the minimum requirements as contained in Sec. 
1106.01.a  and Sec. 1106.01.b  of this Article . Conformance with the minimum requir e-
ments may be attained through the use of design criteria in the current issue of the M a-
nual for Erosion and Sediment Con trol in Georgia, published by the State Soil and Water 
Conservation Commission as a guide; or through the use of more stringent, alternate 
design criteria which conform to sound conservation and engineering practices. The M a-
nual for Erosion and Sediment Co ntrol in Georgia is hereby incorporated by reference i n-
to this ordinance. The plan for the land -disturbing activity shall consider the interrel a-
tionship of the soil types, geological and hydrological characteristics, topography, w a-

tershed, vegetation, prop osed permanent structures including roadways, constructed 
waterways, sediment control and storm water management facilities, local ordinances 
and State laws.  

b.  Data required for erosion and sedimentation control plan.  

(1)  Narrative or notes, and other information: Notes or narrative to be located on the 
erosion and sedimentation control plan in general notes or in erosion and sed i-
ment control notes.  

(2)  Description of existing land use at project site and description of proposed 
project.  

(3)  Name, address, and phone number of the property owner and the developer.  

(4)  Name and phone number of 24 -hour local contact who is responsible for erosion 
and sediment controls.  

(5)  Size of project, or phase under construction, in acres.  

(6)  Activity schedule showing anticipated startin g and completion dates for the 
project. Include the statement in bold letters  that ñthe installation of erosion and 
sediment control measures shall occur prior to or concurrent with land -disturbing 
activities. ò 

(7)  Stormwater and sedimentation management syste ms storage capacity, hydrologic 
study, and calculations, including off -site drainage areas.  

(8)  Vegetative plan for all temporary and permanent vegetative practices, including 
species, planting dates, and seeding, fertilizer, lime and mulching rates. The v e-
get ative plan should show options for year - round seeding.  

(9)  Detail drawings for all structural practices. Specifications may follow guidelines 
set forth in the Manual for Erosion and Sediment Control in Georgia . 

(10)  Maintenance statement to read as follows: ñErosion and sediment control mea s-
ures will be maintained at all times. If full implementation of the approved plan 

does not provide for effective erosion and sediment control, additional erosion 
and sediment control measures shall be implemented to control or tr eat the s e-
diment source.ò 

c.  Maps, drawings and supportive computations shall bear the signature/seal of a regi s-
tered or certified professional in engineering, architecture, landscape architecture, land 
surveying or erosion and sediment control. After Decembe r 31, 2006, all persons i n-
volved in land development design, review, permitting, construction, monitoring, or i n-
spection or any land -disturbing activity shall meet the education and training certific a-
tion requirements as developed by the Soil & Water Commi ssion  pursuant to O.C.G.A. 
12 -7-20.   
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The certified plans shall contain:  

(1)  Graphic scale and north point or arrow indicating magnetic north.  

(2)  Vicinity map showing location of project and existing streets.  

(3)  Boundary line survey.  

(4)  Delineation of disturbed areas wi thin project boundary.  

(5)  Existing and planned contours, with contour lines drawn with an interval in acco r-
dance with the following  Table 11 .1:  

 

 

Table 11 .1 : Contour Intervals  

Map Scale  Ground Slope  Contour Interval (in feet)  

1 inch = 100 ft. or larger scale  

Flat 0 -2%  Every 0.5 or 1 foot  

Rolling 2 -8%  Every 1 or 2 feet  

Steep 8% +  Every 2, 5 or 10 feet  

 

(6)  Adjacent areas and features such as streams, lakes, residential areas, etc. which 
might be affected should be indicated on the plan.  

(7)  Proposed structures or additions to existing structures and paved areas.  

(8)  The 25 - foot horizontal stream buffer adjacent to state waters and the specified 
width in MRPA areas.  

(9)  The specified horizontal stream buffer along designated trout streams, where a p-
plicable.  

(10)  Location of erosion and sediment contr ol measures using coding symbols from the 
Manual for Erosion and Sediment Control in Georgia, Chapter 6 . 

d.  Maintenance of all soil erosion and sedimentation control practices, whether temporary 
or permanent, shall be at all times the responsibility of the pr operty owner.  

Sec. 1107.04.  Permits.  

a.  Permits shall be issued or denied as soon as practicable but in any event not later than 
45 days after receipt by the Local Issuing Authority of a completed application, provi d-
ing variances and bonding are obtained, where necessary.  

b.  No permit shall be issued by the Local Issuing Authority unless the erosion and sed i-
mentation control plan has been approved by the Soil & Water District  and the Local I s-
suing Authority has affirmatively determined that the plan is in compliance with this or-
dinance, any variances from the stream buffer requirements of this Development Code 
are obtained, and bonding  requirements, if necessary, as per Sec. 1107.02.g  are met 
and all ordinances and rules and regulations in effect within the jurisdictional boundaries 
of the Local Issuing Authority are met. If the permit is denied, the reason for denial 

shall be furnished to the applicant.  

c.  If the tract is to b e developed in phases, then a separate permit shall be required for 
each phase.  

d.  The permit may be suspended, revoked, or modified by the Local Issuing Authority, as 
to all or any portion of the land affected by the plan, upon finding that the holder or his  
successor in the title is not in compliance with the approved erosion and sedimentation 
control plan or that the holder or his successor in title is in violation of this Development 
Code . A holder of a permit shall notify any successor in title to him as to all or any po r-
tion of the land affected by the approved plan of the conditions contained in the permit.  
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Sec. 1108.  Inspection and enforcement.  

a.  The Code Enforcement Department will periodically inspect the sites of land -disturbing 
activities for which permits have been issued to determine if the activities are being 
conducted in accordance with the plan and if the measures required in the plan are e f-
fective in controlling erosion and sedimentation. Also, the Local Issuing Authority shall 
regulate both primary and se condary permittees as such terms are defined in the state 
general permit. Primary permittees shall be responsible for installation and maintenance 
of best management practices where the primary permittee is conducting land -
disturbing activities. Secondary permittees shall be responsible for installation and 
maintenance of best management practices where the secondary permittee is conduc t-
ing land -disturbing activities. If, through inspection, it is deemed that a person engaged 
in land -disturbing activities a s defined herein has failed to comply with the approved 
plan, with permit conditions, or with the provisions of this ordinance, a written notice to 
comply shall be served upon that person. The notice shall set forth the measures nece s-
sary to achieve compli ance and shall state the time within which such measures must 
be completed. If the person engaged in the land -disturbing activity fails to comply wit h-

in the time specified, he shall be deemed in violation of this ordinance.  

b.  The Code Enforcement Department shall have the power to conduct such investigations 
as it may reasonably deem necessary to carry out duties as prescribed in this ordinance, 
and for this purpose to enter at reasonable times upon any property, public or private, 
for the purpose of investig ation and inspecting the sites of land -disturbing activities.  

c.  No person shall refuse entry or access to any authorized representative or agent of the 
Issuing Authority, the Soil & Water Commission , the Soil & Water District , or Division 
who requests entry for the purposes of inspection, and who presents appropriate cr e-
dentials, nor shall any person obstruct, hamper or interfere with any such represent a-
tive while in the process of carrying out his official duties.  

d.  The Soil & Water District s or the Soil & Water Commission  or both shall periodically r e-
view the actions of counties and municipalities which have been certified as Local I s-
suing Authorities pursuant to O.C.G.A. 12 -7-8 (a). The Soil & Water District s or the Soil 
& Water Commission  or both may prov ide technical assistance to any county or munic i-

pality for the purpose of improving the effectiveness of the county's or municipality's 
erosion and sedimentation control program. The Soil & Water District s or the Soil & W a-
ter Commission  shall notify the Di vision and request investigation by the Division if any 
deficient or ineffective local program is found.  

e.  The Board, on or before December 31, 2003, shall promulgate rules and regulations se t-
ting forth the requirements and standards for certification and th e procedures for dece r-
tification of a local issuing authority. The Division may periodically review the actions of 
counties and municipalities which have been certified as Local Issuing Authorities pu r-
suant to Code Section 12 -7-8 (a). Such review may inclu de, but shall not be limited to, 
review of the administration and enforcement of a governing authority's ordinance and 
review of conformance with an agreement, if any, between the Soil & Water District  and 
the governing authority. If such review indicates that the governing authority of any 
county or municipality certified pursuant to O.C.G.A. 12 -7-8 (a) has not administered or 
enforced its ordinances or has not conducted the program in accordance with any 
agreement entered into pursuant to O.C.G.A. 12 -7-7 (e), the Division shall notify the 
governing authority of the county or municipality in writing. The governing authority of 

any county or municipality so notified shall have 30 days within which to tak e the n e-
cessary corrective action to retain certification as a Local Issuing Authority. If the county  
or municipality does not take necessary corrective action within 30 days after notific a-
tion by the division, the division may revoke the certification of the county or municipa l-
ity as a Local Issuing Authority.  
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Sec. 1109.  Penalties and incentives.  

Sec. 1109.01.  Failure to obtain a permit for land - disturbing activity.  

If any person commences any land -disturbing activity requiring a land -disturbing permit as 
prescribed in this ordina nce without first obtaining said permit, the person shall be subject to 
revocation of his business license, work permit or other authorization for the conduct of a 
business and associated work activities within the jurisdictional boundaries of the Issuing Au-
thority.  

Sec. 1109.02.  Stop - work orders.  

a.  For the first and second violations of the provisions of this ordinance, the Director or the 
Local Issuing Authority shall issue a written warning to the violator. The violator shall 
have five days to correct the violation. If the violation is not corrected within five days, 
the Director or the Local Issuing Authority shall issue a stop -work order requiring that 
land -disturbing activities be stopped until necessary corrective action or mitigation has 
occurred; provided, however,  that, if the violation presents an imminent threat to public 

health or waters of the state or if the land -disturbing activities are conducted without 
obtaining the necessary permit, the Director or the Local Issuing Authority shall issue an 
immediate stop -work order in lieu of a warning;  

b.  For a third and each subsequent violation, the Director or the Local Issuing Authority 
shall issue an immediate stop -work order; and;  

c.  All stop -work orders shall be effective immediately upon issuance and shall be in effect  
until the necessary corrective action or mitigation has occurred;  

d.  When a violation in the form of taking action without a permit, failure to maintain a 
stream buffer, or significant amounts of sediment, as determined by the local issuing 
authority or by t he director or his or her designee, have been or are being discharged 
into state waters and where best management practices have not been properly d e-
signed, installed, and maintained, a stop work order shall be issued by the local issuing 
authority or by t he director or his or her designee. All such stop work orders shall be e f-
fective immediately upon issuance and shall be in effect until the necessary corrective 

action or mitigation has occurred. Such stop work orders shall apply to all land -
disturbing act ivity on the site with the exception of the installation and maintenance of 
temporary or permanent erosion and sediment controls.  

Sec. 1109.03.  Bond forfeiture.  

If, through inspection, it is determined that a person engaged in land -disturbing activities 
has failed to co mply with the approved plan, a written notice to comply shall be served upon 
that person. The notice shall set forth the measures necessary to achieve compliance with 
the plan and shall state the time within which such measures must be completed. If the pe r-
son engaged in the land -disturbing activity fails to comply within the time specified, he shall 
be deemed in violation of this ordinance and, in addition to other penalties, shall be deemed 
to have forfeited his performance bond, if required to post one u nder the provisions of Sec. 
1107.02.g . The Issuing Authority may call the bond or any part thereof to be forfeited and 
may use the proceeds to hire a contractor to stabilize the site of the land -disturbing activity 
and bring it into compliance.  

Sec. 1109.04.  Monetary penalties.  

Any person who violates any provisions of this ordinance, or any permit condition or  limit a-
tion established pursuant to this ordinance, or wh o negligently or intentionally fails or refu s-
es to comply with any final or emergency order of the Director issued as provided in this o r-
dinance shall be liable for a civil penalty not to exceed $2,500.00 per day. For the purpose of 
enforcing the provision s of this ordinance, notwithstanding any provisions in any City charter 
to the contrary, municipal courts shall be authorized to impose penalty not to exceed 
$2,500.00 for each violation. Notwithstanding any limitation of law as to penalties which can 
be a ssessed for violations of county ordinances, any magistrate court or any other court of 
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competent jurisdiction trying cases brought as violations of this ordinance under county o r-

dinances approved under this ordinance shall be authorized to impose penaltie s for such v i-
olations not to exceed $2,500.00 for each violation. Each day during which violation or fai l-
ure or refusal to comply continues shall be a separate violation.  

Sec. 1110.  Education and certification.  

After December 31, 2006, all persons involved in land de velopment design, review, permi t-
ting, construction, monitoring, or inspection or any land -disturbing activity shall meet the 
education and training certification requirements, dependent on their level of involvement 
with the process, as developed by the St ate Soil and Water Conservation Commission in co n-
sultation with the EPD and the Stakeholder Advisory Board created pursuant to O.C.G.A. 12 -
7-20.  
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STORM DRAINAGE & STO RMWATER MANAGEMENT.  

Sec. 1111.  Purpose and intent.  

The purpose of this Division is to protect, mainta in, and enhance the public health, safety, 
environment, and general welfare of the citizens of Oconee County, Georgia by: the regul a-
tion of non -stormwater discharges to the storm drainage system to the maximum extent 
practicable as required by federal and state law; establishing minimum  requirements and 
procedures to control the adverse effects of increased post -development stormwater runoff 
and nonpoint source pollution associated with new development and redevelopment; and e s-
tablishing inspection and mai ntenance requirements for existing privately owned detention 
facilities in the area of the County regulated under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimin a-
tion System (NPDES) Stormwater Phase II Permit. It has been determined that proper ma n-
agement of storm water runoff will minimize damage to public and private property and infr a-
structure, safeguard the public health, safety, environment and general welfare of the public, 
and protect water and aquatic resources. The objectives of this Division are:  

a.  Regulate the contribution of pollutants to the Oconee County separate storm sewer sy s-
tem by stormwater discharges by any user;  

b.  Prohibit illicit connections and discharges to the Oconee County separate storm sewer 
system;  

c.  Require that drainage easements are maintain ed in a proper manner;  

d.  Establish design and application criteria for the construction and use of structural 
stormwater control facilities that can be used to me et the minimum post -development 
stormwater management standards;  

e.  Establish legal authority to carry out all inspection procedures necessary to ensure co m-
pliance with this Division.  

f.  Establish provisions for the long - term responsibility for and maintenance of structural 
stormwater control facilities and nonstructural stormwater management practices t o e n-
sure that they continue to function as designed, are maintained, and pose no threat to 

public safety.  

g.  In addition, for the area of the County regulated under the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) Stormwater Phase II Permit and are as identified in Sec. 

1113.d : 

(1)  Establish decision -making processes surrounding land development activities that 
protect the integrity of the watershe d and preserve the health of water resources;  

(2)  Require that new development and redevelopment maintain the pre -development 
hydrologic response in their post -development state as nearly as practicable in 
order to reduce flooding, stream bank erosion, nonpoin t source pollution and i n-
creases in stream temperature, and maintain the integrity of stream channels and 
aquatic habitats;  

(3)  Establish minimum post -development stormwater management standards and 
design criteria for the regulation and control of stormwater runoff quantity and 

quality; and,  

(4)  Encourage the use of nonstructural stormwater management and stormwater be t-
ter site design practices, such as the preservation of greenspace and other co n-
servation     

h.  To promote the natural beauty and aesthetic qualities of Oconee County.  
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Sec. 1112.  Definitions related to storm drainage and stormwater management.  

For the purposes of this Division, the following shall mean:  

Beneficial Owner(s):  All property owners in a subdivision that derive benefit from a stormw a-
ter management faci lity, detention facility, retention facility, or drainage easement may 
be considered owners of that facility or easement.  

Best Management Practices (BMPs) ðStormwater Management :  Schedules of activities, pr o-
hibitions of practices, general good housekeeping practices, pollution prevention and 
educational practices, maintenance procedures, and other management practices to 
prevent or reduce the discharge of pollutants directly or indirectly to stormwater, r e-
ceiving waters, or stormwater conveyance systems. BMP s also include treatment pra c-
tices, operating procedures, and practices to control site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge 
or water disposal, or drainage from raw materials storage.  

Channel:  A natural or artificial watercourse with a definite bed and banks that conducts co n-
tinuously or periodically flowing water.  

Clean Water Act:  The federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C § 1251 et seq.), and any 
subsequent amendments thereto.  

Construction Activity:  Activities subject to the Georgia Erosion and Sedime ntation Control 
Act or NPDES Construction Permits. Such activities include but are not limited to clea r-
ing and grubbing, grading, excavating, and demolition.  

Detention:  The temporary storage of stormwater runoff in a stormwater management facility 
for the purpose of controlling the peak discharge.  

Detention Facility:  A basin or structure used for the temporary storage of stormwater runoff 
for the purpose of controlling the peak discharge and which is designed to completely 
drain after a specified period of time.  

Developer:  A person who undertakes land development activities.  

Drainage Easement:  An easement appurtenant or attached to a tract or parcel of land allo w-
ing the owner of adjacent tracts or other persons to discharge stormwater runoff onto 

the tract or parcel of land subject to the drainage easement.  

Georgia D.O.T. Standards/Specifications:  State of Georgia Standard Specifications ï Con-
struction of Transportation Systems , latest edition.  

Georgia Stormwater Management Manual, Volume 2 : Technical Handbo ok, produced as a r e-
sult of a collaborative effort between the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC), the Geo r-
gia Department of Natural Resources -Environmental Protection Division (EPD), and 35 
cities and counties from across Georgia that provides guidance on the techniques and 
measures that can be implemented to meet a set of stormwater management minimum 
standards for new development and redevelopment, as amended from time to time.  

Greenspace:  Permanently protected areas of the site that are preserved in a n atural state.  
See also under ñOpen Space.ò 

Hazardous Materials:  Any material, including any substance, waste, or combination thereof, 
which because of its quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical, or infectious chara c-
teristics may cause, or significa ntly contribute to, a substantial present or potential h a-

zard to human health, safety, property, or the environment when improperly treated, 
stored, transported, disposed of, or otherwise managed.  

Hotspot:  A land use or activity on a site that produces hig her concentrations of trace mat e-
rials, hydrocarbons or other pollutants than are normally found in urban stormwater r u-
noff. Examples of hotspots include, but are not limited to: gas stations, vehicle service 
and maintenance areas, salvage yards, material s torage sites, garbage transfer facil i-
ties, and commercial parking lots with high - intensity use.  

Illegal Connection:  An illegal connection is defined as either of the following:  
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1.  Any pipe, open channel, drain or conveyance, whether on the surface or subsu r-

face, which allows an illicit discharge to enter the storm drain system including but 
not limited to any conveyances which allow any non -stormwater discharge inclu d-
ing sewage, process wastewater, and wash water, regardless of whether said drain 
or connecti on has been previously allowed, permitted, or approved by an auth o-
rized enforcement agency; or  

2.  Any pipe, open channel, drain or conveyance connected to the Oconee County se p-
arate storm sewer system that  has not been documented in plans, maps  or equiv a-
lent records and approved by an authorized enforcement agency.  

Illicit Discharge:  Any direct or indirect non -stormwater discharge to the Oconee County 
storm drain system, except as exempted in the Storm Drainage and Stormwater Ma n-
agement Division  of the Erosio n Control and Stormwater Management Article of this D e-
velopment Code . 

Impervious Cover:  A surface composed of any material that significantly impedes or pr e-
vents the natural infiltration of water into soil. Impervious surfaces include, but are not 

limited to, rooftops, buildings, streets and roads, disturbed and compacted soil, and any 
concrete or asphalt surface.  

Industrial Activity:  Activities subject to NPDES Industrial Permits as defined in 40CFR, Se c-
tion 122.26 (b) (14).  

Inspection and Maintenance Agre ement:  A written agreement providing for the long - term i n-
spection and maintenance of stormwater management facilities and practices on a site 
or with respect to a land development project, which when properly recorded in the 
deed records, constitutes a res triction on the title to a site or other land involved in a 
land  development project.  

Land Development:  Any land change, including, but not limited to, clearing, digging, gru b-
bing, stripping, removal of vegetation, dredging, grading, excavating, transport ing and 
 filling of land, construction, paving, and any other installation of impervious cover.  

Land Development Activities:  Those actions or activities that  comprise, facilitate, or result in 
land development.  

Land Development Project:  A discrete land dev elopment undertaking.  

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Stormwater Discharge Permit: A 
permit issued by Georgia EPD under authority delegated pursuant to 33 USC § 1342 (b) 
that authorizes the discharge of pollutants to waters of the U nited States, whether the 
permit is applicable on an individual, group, or general area -wide basis.  

New Development:  A land development activity on a previously undeveloped site.  

Nonpoint Source Pollution:  A form of water pollution that does not originate from a discrete 
point such as a sewage treatment plant or industrial discharge, but involves the tran s-
port of pollutants such a sediment, fertilizers, pesticides, heavy metals, oil, grease, ba c-
teria, organic materials and other contaminants from land to su rface water and groun d-
water via mechanisms such as precipitation, stormwater runoff, and leaching. Nonpoint 
source pollution is a by -product of land use practices such as agricultural, silvicultural, 
mining, construction, subsurface disposal and urban runo ff sources.  

Non -Stormwater Discharge:  Any discharge to the storm drain system that is not composed 
entirely of stormwater.  

Nonstructural Stormwater Management Practice or Nonstructural Practice:  Any natural or 
planted vegetation or any other nonstructural  component of the stormwater manag e-
ment plan that provides for or enhances stormwater quantity and/or quality control or 
other stormwater management benefits, and includes, but is not limited to, riparian bu f-
fers, open and greenspace areas, overland flow f iltration areas, natural depressions, and 
vegetated channels.  




