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Article 9.  Environmental Protection  

Sec. 901.  Purpose of Article  9.  

This Article sets out the minimum requirements and standards for the protection of the nat u-
ral environment within the County, including restrictions on the use of land near ce rtain ri v-
ers and streams, within water supply watersheds, within groundwater recharge areas su s-

ceptible to pollution, and in wetlands in order to:  

a.  Protect the drinking water quality of the rivers, streams, reservoirs and aquifers that 
supply water to the r esidents of the jurisdiction and the State;  

b.  Protect the natural habitat of animal and plant life relative to water resources; and  

c.  Protect valuable water - related and other natural resources, to help control erosion and 
river sedimentation, for contribution  to drought management, and to help absorb flood 

waters.  

Sec. 902.  Definitions related to environmental protection.  

Aquifer : A layer or formation of rock beneath the Earth's surface that bears significant 
amounts of groundwater.  

Aquifer Recharge Area :  (synonymous wi th Groundwater Recharge Area) An area of the 

Earth's surface where water infiltrates the ground, thereby replenishing the groundwater 
supplies within an aquifer.  

Aquifer Recharge Area District : All lands within unincorporated Oconee County which is ind i-
cat ed as "most significant groundwater recharge areas..." on the Ground -Water Poll u-
tion Susceptibility Map of Georgia . 

Generalized Wetland Map:  The Generalized Wetland Map shall include maps 26A through 26I 
inclusive as found in the January 1992 "Joint City County Comprehensive Plan for Oc o-

nee County..." said maps being a sub -set of the U.S. Department of Interior -  National 

Wetlands Inventory Ma ps.  

Hydric Soils:  Soils that form as a result of saturated soils conditions. A list of these soils is 
maintained by the Soil Conservation Service.  

Hydrophytic Vegetation:  Macrophytic plants tolerant of or dependent on saturated soil cond i-
tions.  

Jurisdictio nal Determination:  An official, written statement or map signed by the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers.  

Jurisdictional Wetland:  A wetland area that meets the definitional requirements for wetlands 
as determined by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  

Perennial Stream:  A stream that flows throughout the whole year. Perennial streams may be 
identified as shown as such on a United States Geologic Service Quad map.  

Pollution Susceptibility:  The relative vulnerability of an aquifer to being polluted from spills, 

disc harges, leaks, impoundments, applications of chemicals, injections and other human 
activities in a groundwater recharge area.  

Pollution Susceptibility Map(s):  Maps prepared by the Georgia Department of Natural R e-
sources (DNR) that show the relative suscept ibility of aquifers to pollution.  Pollution 
Susceptibility Maps categorize the land areas of the state into areas of high, medium, 
and low groundwater pollution potential.  

Recharge Area: Any portion of the earthôs surface, where water infiltrates into the ground to 

replenish an aquifer.  
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Regulated Activity : Any activity which will, or which may reasonably be expected to, result in 

the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States excepting those 
activities exempted under provisions of this Article  and exempted in Section 404 of the 
Federal Clean Water Act.  

Regulated Stream: A natural, free - flowing watercourse that meets certain criteria as esta b-
lished within the Environmental Protection Article of this Code.  

River:  A natural, free - flowing watercourse that is typically of greater volume than a stream 
or creek. See also ñState Protected River.ò 

River Bank:  The rising ground, bordering a river, which serves to confine the water to the 
natural channel during the normal course of flow.  

Significant Aquifer Recharge Areas:  Areas mapped by DNR in Hydrologic Atlas 18 (1989 Ed i-

tion).  Mapping of recharge areas is based on outcrop area, lithology (chemical nature 
and form of the rock), soil type, and thickness, slope, density of lithologic contac ts, ge o-
logic structure, presence of "karst" topography (sinkholes, caves, and fissures ass o-
ciated with limestone and other carbonate rocks), and potentiometric surfaces.  

Silviculture:  The art of producing, reproducing and growing a forest of distinctive st ands of 
trees.  

State Protected River:  A ñState protected riverò is any perennial river or watercourse that 
has an average annual flow of at least 400 cubic feet per second as determined by the 
State.  

State Waters: Those waters of the State of Georgia as d efined under the Georgia Erosion and 
Sedimentation Act of 1975, as amended (O.C.G.A. 12 -7-1 et seq .).  

Stream:  A natural, free - flowing watercourse with either constant or intermittent flow of 
moderate volume typically less than that of a river.  

Stream Bank:  The point where vegetation has been wrested by normal stream flow or wave 
action.  

Str eam Buffer: See ñBuffer, Streamò in Article 11.  

Stream, Regulated: S ee "Regulated Stream.ò 

Watershed:  The total area of land that is drained by a river or stream and  its tributaries.  

Water Supply Reservoir:  A governmentally owned impoundment of water for the primary 
purpose of providing water to one or more governmentally owned drinking water sy s-

tems. This definition specifically excludes the multipurpose reservoirs owned by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers.  

Water Supply Watershed: The portion of a watershed  upstream of a governmentally owned 
public drinking water supply intake.  

Wetland:  An area that is inundated or saturated by surface water or groundwater at a fr e-
quency and distribution sufficient to support, and under normal circumstances does 

support a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions, 
commonly known as hydrophytic vegetation.  Wetlands generally include swamps, 
marshe s, bogs, and similar areas.  

Wetland Delineation:  The establishment of wetland boundaries by a representative of the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or an authority designated by the Corps , or a wetlands 
delineator certified by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers . 

Wetland Functions:  The beneficial roles that wetlands serve, including: storage, conveyance, 

and attenuation of floodwater and storm water; protection of water quality and redu c-
tion of erosion; habitat for wildlife, including rare, threatened and endange red species; 
food chain support for a wide variety of wildlife and fisheries; educational, historical, 
and archeological value protection; and scenic, aesthetic, and recreational amenities.  



Sec. 902  Definitions related to environmen tal protection.  

Oconee County Unified Developm ent Code  9-3   

Wetland, Jurisdictional:  An area that meets the definitional requi rements for wetlands as d e-

termined by the U.S . Army Corps of Engineers.  

Wetland Protection Area :  All wetlands within the jurisdiction of Oconee County which are i n-
dicated on the Generalized Wetland Map as ñwetlands providing significant wildlife habi-

tat an d/or which may be subject to extensive mitigation.ò 
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DIVISION I.  RIVER AND STREAM COR RIDOR PROTECTION.  

The provisions of this Division are adopted pursuant to the Rules for Environ mental Planning 
Criteria of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources (Chapter 391 -3.16), adopted by 
DNR under O.C.G.A. 12 -2-8, the Metropolitan River Protection Act (O.C.G.A. 12 -5-440 et 
seq .), and the Georgia Erosion and Sedimentation Act of 1975, as a mended (O.C.G.A. 12 -7-
1 et seq .).  

Sec. 903.  Protected rivers and streams; defined.  

The following rivers and streams are defined as  State protected rivers and regulated streams 
and are regulated under the provisions of this Division.  

Sec. 903.01.  Criteria for state protected rivers.  

State protected rivers are those that have an average annual flow of at least 400 cubic feet 
per second. The following rivers have been identified by the Georgia Department of Natural 

Resources as State Protected Rivers: the Oconee River, the Middl e Oconee River (north of its 

confluence with the North Oconee River) and the Apalachee River.  

Sec. 903.02.  Criteria for regulated streams.  

All watercourses , other than State Protected Rivers, that appear as a solid or broken line on 
a U.S.G.S. Quadrangle Map shall be regulated streams. Other natural watercourses may be  
classified as regulated streams if they possess one or more of the following characteristics, 
as determined by the Planning  Director based on data analysis and/or field review:  

a.  Evidence of significant w ater flow along the channel or bed of the watercourse, chara c-

terized by one or more of the following: hydraulically sorted sediments; scouring of v e-
getation and vegetative litter; and loosely rooted vegetation caused  by the action of 
moving water; or  

b.  Evide nce of hydric soils, hydrophytic vegetation, or wetlands in or around the channel or 
bed of the watercourse.  

Sec. 904.  Protected rivers and streams; restrictions.  

Sec. 904.01.  State protected rivers.  

A natural vegetative stream buffer is established along the banks of the Ocone e River, the 
Middle Oconee River (north of its confluence with the North Oconee River) and the Apalachee 
River , as follows:  

a.  The stream buffer shall include all lands within 100 feet of the  Oconee River, the Middle 

Oconee River (north of its confluence with  the North Oconee River) and the Apalachee 
River , inclusive of any islands, as measured outwardly and horizontally from the uppe r-
most part of each  riverbank. The area between the top of the banks and the edge of the 
river shall be included within the strea m buffer.  

b.  No land may be used, and no vegetation shall be disturbed, within the stream buffer by 
building construction, development activity, septic tanks or septic tank drain fields, the 
handling of hazardous wastes, or for any other purpose except for th e following permi t-

ted uses:  

(1)  A land use existing prior to the ad option of this Development Code.  

(2)  A single - family dwelling provided that:  

(a)  The dwelling is located on a lot having an area of at least 5 acres, not i n-
cluding any area t hat lies between the riverb anks;  

(b)  Only 1 dwelling i s located on the lot; and  
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(c)  No septic tank or septic tank drain field may be located within the stream 

buffer.  

(3)  Timber production and harvesting, subject to the following conditions:  

(a)  Forestry activity shall be consistent with best manag ement practices esta b-

lished by the Georgia Forestry Commission; and  

(b)  Forestry activity shall not impair the drinking quality of the river water as 
defined by the federal Clean Water Act, as amended.  

(4)  Wildlife and fisheries management activities consistent wi th the purposes of Se c-
tion 12 -2-8 (as amended) of Article 1, Chapter 2, Title 12 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated (O.C.G.A.).  

(5)  Public road and utility crossings meeting all requirements of the Georgia Soil Er o-

sion and Sedimentation Control Act.  

(6)  Public wastewater treatment and natural water quality treatment or purification.  

(7)  Recreational usage consistent either with the maintenance of a natural vegetative 
stream buffer or with river -dependent recreation, such as a boat ramp.  

(8)  Agricultural productio n and management, subject to the following conditions:  

(a)  Agricultural activity shall be consistent with best management practices e s-

tablished by the Georgia Soil and Water Conservation Commis sion;  

(b)  Agricultural activity shall not impair the drinking quality o f the river water 
as defined by th e federal Clean Water Act; and  

(c)  Agricultural activity shall be consistent with all state and federal laws and 
all regulations promulgated by the Georgia Department of Agriculture.  

(9)  Utilities, other than public water or sewer age facilities, provided that:  

(a)  The utilities shall be located as far from the riverbank as reasonably poss i-

ble;  

(b)  Installation and maintenance of the utilities shall be such as to protect the 
integrity of the stream buffer as well as is reasonably pos sible; and  

(c)  Utilities shall not impair the drinking quality of the river water.  

(10)  Other uses permitted by DNR under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act that are 
also allowed by the propertyôs zoning classification. 

c.  The natural vegetative stream buffer shall be restor ed as quickly as possible following 

any land -disturbing activity within the stream buffer.  

Sec. 904.02.  Regulated streams and other state waters.  

For all regulated streams and other state waters (other than the State Protected Rivers ide n-
tified above) , the following sh all apply:  

a.  Watershed protection areas.  

All regulated streams within watershed protection areas must comply with the stream 

buffer and setback requirements established for streams in each watershed. (See Div i-
sion II  of this Article.)  

b.  Other streams and waters.  

For regulated streams and other state waters for which there are no stream buffer or 
setback restrictions otherwise established by this Article, t here shall be no land distur b-
ing activities within a 25 - foot wide stream buffer extending outward from both of the 
stream banks, other than drainage structures and roads allowed under a development 

permit.  
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Sec. 904.03.  Recordation of restrictions.  

Restrictions shall be  noted on the plats and deeds of included properties to maintain any 
designated natural stream buffer area, undisturbed area or construction setback required by 
this Article.  

Sec. 905.  Stream buffers.  

Unless more restrictive requirements under this Code apply, all p erennial streams and other 
state waters shall be provided with a natural vegetative stream buffer as follows:  

Sec. 905.01.  Minimum width of stream buffer.  

a.  The minimum stream buffer width must be provided along any State Protected River as 

required under Sec. 904.01 ;  

b.  The minimum stream buffer width must be provided within a conservation corridor 
along any protected stream within any water supply watershed, as required under Sec. 

907 , or within any other watershed area as required under Sec. 908 , below; and  

c.  For all other perennial streams and state waters, the stream buffer is to be established 
for a distance of 25 feet along the banks of  any such stream or other state waters, as 

measured from the point where vegetation has been wrested by normal stream flow or 
wave action , in accordance with the Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Section of the 
Erosion Control and Stormwater Management Art icle of this Development Code . 

Sec. 905.02.  Protection of stream buffers; general.  

a.  A stream buffer is to be included within a conservation or natural resources easement 
that meets the requirements of this Article.  

b.  No land disturbing activities shall be conducted within  a stream buffer and a stream bu f-

fer shall remain in its natural, undisturbed state of vegetation until all land disturbing 
activities on the construction site are completed. Land disturbing activities may only be 
allowed as follows:  

(1)  Where the EPD Director  determines to allow a variance that is at least as prote c-
tive of natural resources and the environment; or  

(2)  Where otherwise allowed by the EPD Director pursuant to O.C.G.A. 12 -2-8; or  

(3)  Where a drainage structure or a roadway structure must be constructed, p rovided 

that adequate erosion control measures are incorporated in the project plans and 
specifications and are implemented; provided, however, that stream buffers e s-
tablished pursuant to part 6 of article 5, chapter 5 of title 12, of the Official Code 
of Georgia, the Georgia Water Quality Control Act , shall remain in force unless a 
variance is granted by the EPD Director.  

c.  Once the final stabilization of the site is achieved, a stream buffer may be thinned or 

trimmed of vegetation, consistent with the terms  of any applicable conservation or 
nat ural resources easement, as long as a protective vegetative cover remains to protect 
water quality and aquatic habitat and a natural canopy is left in sufficient quantity to 
keep shade on the stream bed.  

d.  Any person con structing a single family residence, when such residence is constructed 
by or under contract with the owner for his or her own occupancy, may thin or trim v e-
getation in a stream buffer at any time, consistent with the terms of any applicable co n-

servation o r natural resources easement, as long as protective vegetative cover remains 
to protect water quality and aquatic habitat and a natural canopy is left in sufficient 
quantity to keep shade on the stream bed.  

Sec. 905.03.  Regulatory requirements for stream buffers.  

a.  All stream buffer areas shall be maintained with appropriate indigenous plant species for 
the maintenance of groundcover and limitation of erosion. Undisturbed natural veget a-



Sec. 905  Stream buffers.  

Oconee County Unified Developm ent Code  9-7   

tion is the preferred, optimum state of a stream buffer. In the alternate, careful ree s-

ta blishment of indigenous vegetation and ground cover is required .  

b.  No construction, grading, clearing, grubbing, excavating, filling, or other land disturbing 
activity shall be permitted within the stream buffer. As an exception to this rule, the fo l-

lowi ng limited uses may be established within the stream buffer provided that: land di s-
turbance and impact in the stream buffer is minimized to the greatest extent possible; 
proper soil erosion and sedimentation control is established and maintained; and the 
disturbed area is stabilized and appropriately revegetated as soon as possible following 
the completion of approved work within the stream buffer.  

(1)  Sanitary sewer lines may be located along and across stream buffers if it is d e-
termined by the Planning Direc tor  that no reasonable design alternative exists.  

(2)  Other utility lines may cross stream buffers, when it is determined by the utility 
provider and the Planning Director that no reasonable design alternative exists.  

(3)  Private driveways and public roads may c ross stream buffers as near as possible 
to 90 degrees when necessary and as approved by Oconee County in the subdiv i-

sion or development review process.  

(4)  Recreational amenities (such as trails, wildlife observation stands, and other low 

impact uses) when ap proved by Oconee County as an element of a development 
plan.  

(5)  Trimming and thinning allowed under Sec. 905.02  shall be limited as follows: Cut-
ting and clearing (with hand -held tools) of low - lying shrubs and underbrush, live 
trees less than 1- inch in caliper measured at a point 4.5 feet above grade, and 
dead trees, provided the stumps and root structure of trees are left in place to 
ensure minimal soil erosion potential.  

(6)  Stormwater detention facilities within a natural resources easement required u n-
der Sec. 928.01 , subject to all State and f ederal regulations having been met, as 
evidenced by appropriate written approvals or permits issued by such agencies, 
and subject to written approval and acceptance by the proposed holder of the 
natural resources easement. Such facilities are not allowed t o be located within a 

conservation easement required under said Sec. 928.01 . 
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DIVISION II.  WATERSHED PROTECTION . 

Sec. 906.  Watershed protection areas; defined.  

All land w ithin unincorporated Oconee County is included within one or another  watershed 
area. The watershed areas within Oconee County correspond  to the topographical features 
that delimit the drainage basins of the respective creeks, streams and rivers within the cou n-
ty. Under the provisions of this Division, there are two types of watershed protection areas: 

water supply watersheds and all other watersheds.  

Sec. 907.  Water supply watersheds.  

Sec. 907.01.  W ater supply w atershed s; defined . 

a.  The State of Georgia  defines a ñwater supply watershedò as being the portion of a wa-
tershed upstream of a governmentally owned public drinking water supply intake.  

(1)  A ñlarge water supply watershedò is one having a drainage basin of 100 square 
miles or greater governmentally ow ned public drinking water supply intake.  

(2)  A ñsmall water supply watershedò is one having a drainage basin less than 100 
square miles governmentally owned public drinking water supply intake.  

b.  Large water supply watersheds.  

The requirements of this Section ap ply to the large water supply watersheds identified 
by the State of Georgia associated with the Oconee River, the Middle Oconee River 

(north of its confluence with the North Oconee River) and the Apalachee River.  

c.  Small water supply watersheds.  

There are no  small water supply watersheds within or affecting Oconee County. Upon 
the creation of a small water supply watershed in or extending into Oconee County as 
the result of construction of a governmentally owned public drinking water supply i n-
take, the rules of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources adopted pursuant to 

State law shall apply.  

Sec. 907.02.  Conservation corridors in water supply watersheds.  

a.  Conservation corridors; stream buffers required.  

Along all watercourses within a water supply watershed , the conser vation corridors 
shown on the Future Land Use Map shall be shown on all plans and plats and shall be 
protected by the following:  

(1)  Within 7 miles upstream from a public water supply intake or reservoir:  

(a)  A minimum 100 - foot wide undisturbed buffer as measured outwardly and 
horizontally from the uppermost part of each stream bank ; and  

(b)  A minimum setback from the stream buffer of 50 feet for all impervious 
surfaces, septic tanks and their  drainfields . 

(2)  Beyond 7 miles upstream from a public water supply intake or re servoir in a small 

water supply watershed:  

(a)  A minimum 50 - foot wide undisturbed buffer as measured outwardly and 

horizontally from the uppermost part of each stream bank; and  

(b)  A minimum setback from the stream buffer of 25 feet for all impervious 
surfaces, se ptic tanks and their drainfields.  

b.  Exceptions.  
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No vegetation shall be removed from within the conservation corridor except as allowed 

under Sec. 905.02  and except as allowed for under Georgia Forestry Best Management 
Practices, and  

(1)  Disturbance is required to construct mulched pedestrian paths;  

(2)  Road and utility crossings; and  

(3)  For the installation of a dam necessary for stormwater detention.  

c.  Constructi on plans.  

No construction plans for a development containing a conservation corridor will be r e-
leased until copies of all necessary state and federal permits have been provided to 
Oconee County.  

 

 

Figure 9 .1 . Conservation Corridor  

Conservation Corridors consist of a natural undisturbed stream buffer, measured from the 

top of the stream bank, and an additional setback area in which impervious surfaces and 

septic tanks and their drainfields are not allowed.  

Source: Ga. Department of Community Affairs  
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The following are limited within all water supply watershed s:  

a.  New hazardous waste treatment or disposal facilities are prohibited.  

b.  New sanitary landfills, if permitted by DNR, shall have synthetic liners and leachate co l-
lection systems.  

c.  Any new facility that handles hazardous materials of the types listed in Section 312 of 
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976 (excluding underground storage 
tanks) and in amounts of 10,000 pounds or more on any one day, shall perform their 
operations on impermeable surfaces having spill and leak collection systems as pr e-
scribed by DNR  

d.  Agricultural waste. The application of animal waste on land must follow guidelines e s-

ta blished by the United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resource Conserv a-

tion Service, And Agricultural Best Management Practices.  

e.  Landfills and Waste Disposal Utilities. Utilities that cannot be feasibly located outside the 
stream buffer or setback a rea must be located as far from the stream bank as reason a-
bly possible; installed and maintained to protect the integrity of the stream buffer and 
setback area as best as reasonably possible , and must not impair the quality of the 
drinking water stream.  

f.  St reet runoff and drainage. New streets that cross perennial streams shall be designed 

in such a way as to avoid direct runoff from the paved surface into the streams they 
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cross. Such design features shall be shown on the Stormwater Management Plan (see 

the Procedures and Permits Article of this Code).  

Sec. 907.04.  Water supply watersheds; exemptions .  

The following uses are exempt from the restrictions of this Sec. 907  (with some limitations 

and conditions as noted):  

a.  Development and land use legally established prior to the adoption of this Development 
Code .  

b.  Mining activities permitted by the Department of Natural Resources under the Surface 
Mining Act (outside of  stream buffer areas).  

c.  Specific forestry and agricultural activities (outside of stream buffer areas) that are co n-
sistent with best management practices established by the Georgia Forestry Commi s-

sion/Department of Agriculture and do not impair the quality  of streams.  

Sec. 908.  Other watershed areas .  

Sec. 908.01.  Other watersheds; defined.  

The provisions of this Section apply to all watersheds that are not defined as water supply 

watersheds under Sec. 907.01 . 

Sec. 908.02.  Conservation corridors  in other watersheds . 

a.  Conservation corridors; stream buffers required . 

The conservation corridors shown on the Future Land Use Map shall be shown on all 
plans and plats and shall be protected by  the following:  

(1)  A minimu m 50 - foot  wide undisturbed buffer as measured outwardly and horizo n-
tally from the uppermost part of each stream bank ; and  

(2)  A minimum setback from the stream buffer for all impervious surfaces, septic 
tanks and their drainfields  equal  to the applicable minimum principal building se t-

back required by the zoning district . 

b.  Exceptions.  

No vegetation shall be removed from within the conservation corridor except as allowed 
under Sec. 905.02  and except as allowed for under Georgia Forestry Best Management 
Practices, and  

(1)  Disturbance is required to construct mulched pedestrian paths;  

(2)  Road and utility crossings; and  

(3)  For the installation of a dam necessary for stormwater detention.  

c.  Construction plans.  

No construction plans for a development containing a conservation corridor will be r e-
leased until copies of all necessary state and federal permits have been provided to  

Oconee County.  
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DIVISION III.  AQUIFER RECHARGE AREA PROTEC TION.  

Sec. 909.  Authority.  

The provisions of this Division are adopted pursuant to the Rules for Environmental Planning 
Criteria of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, adopted by DNR under O.C.G.A. 
12 -2-8.  

Sec. 910.  Findin gs and objectives . 

Sec. 910.01.  Findings of fact.  

In order to provide for the health, safety, and welfare of the public and a healthy economic 
climate within Oconee County, Georgia and surrounding communities, it is essential that the 
quality of p ublic drinking water be insured.  For this reason, it is necessary to protect the 
subsurface water resources that Oconee County, Georgia and surrounding communities rely 

on as sources of public water.   

a.  Groundwater resources are contained within aquifers, wh ich are permeable, rock strata 
occupying vast subsurface regions.   

b.  These aquifers are replenished by infiltration of storm water runoff in zones of the su r-
face known as aquifer recharge areas.  

c.  Aquifers are susceptible to contamination  when unrestricted development occurs within 
significant aquifer recharge areas.   

d.  It is, therefore, necessary to manage land use within aquifer recharge zones in order to 
ensure that pollution threats are minimized.  

Sec. 910.02.  Objectives.   

The o bjectives of this Division  are:  

a.  Protect groundwater by prohibiting land uses that generate dangerous pollutants in r e-

charge areas;  

b.  Protect groundwater by limiting density of development; and,  

c.  Protect groundwater by reducing adverse effects on groundwater f rom the development 
that occurs within the recharge area.  

Sec. 911.  Aquifer recharge area.  

Sec. 911.01.  Protected aquifer recharge areas; defined.  

The Georgia Department of Natural Resources and the Georgia Department of Community 

Affairs have determined that each local government with ñsignificant groundwater recharge 
areas ò (identified on the Ground -Water Pollution Susceptibility Map of Georgia ðHyd rologic 
Atlas #20 ) must adopt an Aquifer Recharge Protection Ordinance under the requirements of 
House Bill 215, Georgia's 1989 Growth Strategies Legislation and the rules promulgated 
there  under.  

Sec. 911.02.  Aquifer r echarge area ;  established .  

An Aquifer Recharge Area is hereby established which shall correspond to all lands within the 
jurisdiction of Oconee County, Georgia  that are mapped as significant recharge areas by the 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources in Hydrologic Atlas 18, (1989 Edition)  and are i n-
dicated as ñmost significant groundwater recharge areasò on the Ground -Water Pollution 
Susceptibility Map of Georgia ðHydrologic Atlas #20 . 
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Sec. 912.  Determination of pollution susceptibility.   

Each recharge area shall be determined to have a pollu tion susceptibility of high, medium, or 

low based on the Ground -Water Pollution Susceptibility Map of Georgia ðHydrologic Atlas 
#20 . Said map is hereby adopted and made a part of this Development Code.  

Sec. 913.  Aquifer protection standards.  

a.  Waste disposal.  

(1)  For all pollution susceptibility areas, new solid waste disposal facilities must have 

synthetic liners and leachate collection systems.  

(2)  No land disposal of hazardous waste shall be permitted within any Significant 
Aquifer Recharge Are a.  

(3)  Any new facility that involves the treatment, storage or disposal of hazardous 
waste, if permitted by DNR and the zoning district, shall perform such operations 
on an impermeable surface having a spill and leak collection system.  

(4)  Any new facility that h andles hazardous materials of the types listed in Section 

312 of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976 (excluding unde r-
ground storage tanks) and in amounts of 10,000 pounds or more on any one day, 
shall perform their operations on impermeable surfaces having spill and leak co l-
lection systems as prescribed by DNR.  

b.  Agricultural waste impoundment.  

New agricultural waste impoundment sites shall be lined if they exceed 50 acre - feet. As 

a minimum, the liner shall be constructed of compacted clay havi ng a thickness of one -
foot and a vertical hydraulic co nductivity of less than 5 x 10 -7cm/sec or other criteria e s-
tablished by the U.S. Soil  Conservation Service.  

c.  Chemical or petroleum storage tanks.  

For all Significant Aqu ifer Recharge Areas, new above -gr ound chemical or petroleum 
storage tanks larger than 650 gallons must have secondary containment for 110 percent 

of tank volume or 110 percent of the largest tanks in a cluster of tanks.  Such tanks 

used for agricultural purposes are exempt, provided they c omply with all federal r e-
quirements.  

d.  New construction on septic tanks.  

Within all significant aquifer recharge areas, construction shall not proceed on a buil d-
ing, mobile home or manufactured home to b e served by a septic tank or on -site s e-
wage management system unless the Oconee County Health Department first approves 
the proposed septic system installation as meeting the requirements of Section M of the 

Georgia Department of Human Resources Manual for On -Site Sewage Management Sy s-
tems  relating to protecti on of groundwater recharge areas . Such State requirements are 
also found under the Rules of the Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Pr o-
tection Division, Chapter 391 -3-16 - .02.  

Sec. 914.  Permit and plan review requirements.  

Consideration of the effect of aq uifer recharge areas on the issuance of permits, approval of 
rezoning requests and review of subdivision plans is found under the ñOther Permitsò Divi-
sion of the Procedures and Permits Article of this Development Code.  

Sec. 915.  Assessment relief.  

Assessors and boar ds of assessors shall consider the requirements of these regulations in 

determining the fair market value of land.  




