
 

Oconee County Unified Development Code  4- i 

 

Article 4 .  Lot and Building Standards  

Table of Contents  page  

Sec. 401.  Purpose of Article 4.  ................................ ................................ ...............................  4 - 1  

Sec. 402.  Definitions related to lot and building standards.  ................................ ...................  4 - 1  

Sec. 403.  Height and Density.  ................................ ................................ ................................  4 - 4  

Sec. 404.  Residential lot area.  ................................ ................................ ................................  4 - 5  
Sec. 404.01.  Minimum requirements.  ................................ ................................ ..............................  4-5 

Table 4.1: Residential Lot Area by District ................................ ................................ .....  4-5 
Sec. 404.02.  Lots containing flood plain.  ................................ ................................ .........................  4-6 

Table 4.2: Subdivision Lots with Individual Wells and Individual Septic Systems  ................  4-6 
Table 4.3: Subdivision Lots with Publi c Water Systems and Individual Septic Systems  ........  4-6 

Sec. 404.03.  Minimum buildable area.  ................................ ................................ .............................  4-7 

Sec. 405.  Nonresidential lot area.  ................................ ................................ ..........................  4 - 7  
Table 4.4: Nonresidential Lot Area by Zoning District  ................................ .....................  4-7 

Sec. 406.  Minimum lot size on septic tank.  ................................ ................................ .............  4 - 8  
Sec. 406.01.  Minimum lot size established.  ................................ ................................ ......................  4-8 
Sec. 406.02.  Lot size increases.  ................................ ................................ ................................ .....  4-8 

Sec. 407.  Minimum lot frontage.  ................................ ................................ ............................  4 - 9  
Sec. 407.01.  Street frontage required.  ................................ ................................ ............................  4-9 

Sec. 408.  Minimum lot width.  ................................ ................................ ................................ . 4 - 9  
Sec. 408.01.  Minimum lot width established.  ................................ ................................ ...................  4-9 

Table 4.5: Minimum Lot Width by Zoning District  ................................ ...........................  4-9 
Sec. 408.02.  Lot width increases.  ................................ ................................ ................................ . 4-10  

Sec. 409.  Minimum setbacks; principal buildings.  ................................ ................................  4 - 10  
Sec. 409.01.  Setback requirements.  ................................ ................................ .............................  4-10  
Sec. 409.02.  Exceptions to front yard requirements.  ................................ ................................ .......  4-10  

Table 4.6: Minimum Setback ðPrincipal Buildings  ................................ .........................  4-10  
Sec. 409.03.  Side yard setback reduction.  ................................ ................................ .....................  4-11  

Sec. 410.  Minimum setbacks; accessory buildings and structures.  ................................ .......  4 - 12  
Sec. 410.01.  Accessory buildings.  ................................ ................................ ................................ . 4-12  
Sec. 410.02.  Accessory structures.  ................................ ................................ ...............................  4-12  

Sec. 411.  Minimum floor area requirements.  ................................ ................................ ........  4 - 13  
Sec. 411.01.  Minimum floor area within a dwelling unit: principal buildings.  ................................ .......  4-13  

Table 4.7: Minimum Floor Area Required within a Dwelling Unit in a  Principal Building  .....  4-14  
Sec. 411.02.  Minimum floor area within a dwelling unit: accessory buildings.  ................................ .....  4-14  

Sec. 412.  Building and structure heights.  ................................ ................................ .............  4 - 14  
Sec. 412.01.  Building and structure heights; how measured.  ................................ ...........................  4-14  
Sec. 412.02.  Maximum building and structure heights.  ................................ ................................ ....  4-15  

Table 4.8: Maximum Structure Heights  ................................ ................................ .......  4-15  
Table 4.9: Summary ðArea, Yard and Height Requirements  ................................ ..........  4-17  

 



Article 4 Table of Contents  

4- ii  Oconee County Unified Development Code  

 

 

 

 

 

BLANK PAGE 

 

 



Sec. 401  Purpose of Article 4.  

Oconee County Unified Development Code  4-1 

Article 4.  Lot and Building Standards  

Sec. 401.  Purpose of Article 4.  

This Article sets out the standards that control the size of lots, the placement and size of 
buildings and structures on a lot, and the intensity of development on a lot.  

Sec. 402.  Definitions related to lot and building standards.  

Alteration of a Building:  Any chan ge, addition or modification in construction of the structural 
members of a building, such as walls, partitions, columns, beams  or girders, any change 
that results in an addition to the enclosed floor area of a building, or the movement of 

the building fro m one location to another.  

Block:  A piece or parcel of land entirely surrounded by public highways or streets (other than 
alleys), railroads or other rights -of -way, or boundaries of the development within which 
the block is located.  

Buildable Area of Lot:  That portion of a lot bounded by and interior to the minimum required 
rear, side and front yards as established by the minimum building setback lines for a 
principal building.  

Building:  Any structure having a roof 
supported by columns or walls and 
intend ed for shelter, housing or e n-
closure of persons, animals or cha t-
tels.  

Building, Alterations of:  See ñAlteration 
of a Building.ò Building, Main:  A 
building in which is conducted the 
principal use of the lot on which it is 
situated. Also referred to as a ñPrin-
cipal Building.ò. 

Floor Area, Heated:  The gross floor area 
of all spaces within a building that 
are heated by mechanical means, 
known also in dwelling units as ñliv-
ing area.ò Heated floor area does 
not include garages, unheated basements or cellars, attic storage areas, partially une n-
closed decks or lanais, and areas open to the sky . 

Frontage, Lot:  The distance over which the boundary line of the lot and the street line are 
coincident.  

Heated Floor Area:  See ñFloor Area, 
Heated.ò 

Lot: A parcel or tract of land held in single 
or undivided ownership devoted to a 
common use or occupied by a buil d-
ing or group of buildings devoted to 
a common use, together with the 
customary accessories and open 
spaces belonging to the same.  

1.  Corner Lot:  A l ot or parcel of 
land abutting upon two or more 
streets at their intersection or 
upon two parts of the same 
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street forming an interior angle of less than 120 degrees.   

2.  Double -Frontage Lot (i.e., a ñThrough Lotò): A lot bounding on 2 or more streets, 
but no t at their intersection, so that it is not a corner lot unless said corner lot has 
frontage on 3 or more sides.  

3.  Interior Lot:  A lot having frontage on only one street.  

4.  Flag Lot:  A lot having a street frontage and initial lot width notably less wide than 
th e body of the lot (usually where the principal building is intended to be located), 
such that the lot appears to be a ñflagò on a ñpoleò extending to the street fron-
tage.  

Lot Area:  The computed ground area inside the lot lines.  

Lot Coverage:  The computed ground area occupied by all buildings within a lot.  

Lot, Depth Of:  The mean horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines, measured 
in the general direction of the side lines of the lot.  

corner lot.  

Lot Line:  The boundary dividing a given 
lot f rom the street or adjacent lots; 
the boundary defining the limit of 
ownership of a property.  

1.  Front Lot Line:  Any boundary 
line of a lot that abuts a street. 
A lot adjacent to more than one 
street will have more than one 

front lot line.  

2.  Rear Lot Line:  Any boundary line 
of a lot that does not intersect 
with a street right -of -way line 
and is not a front lot line.  

3.  Side Lot Line:  Any boundary line 
of a lot that intersects with a 
street right -of -way line and is 
not a front lot line.  

Lot of Record:  A lot or parcel of land 
whose existence, location and d i-
mensions have been recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the Superior Court of Oconee 
County.  

Lot Width:  The distance measured along the front principal building setback line between i n-
tersecting lot lines. T he lot width shall be measured along a straight line between such 
points of intersection.  
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Principal Building:  A building in which is conducted a principal use, such as a house, an office 
building, a store or a factory.  

Principal Building Setback Line:  A line delineating the minimum allowable distance between a 

property line (or the right -of -way line) of an abutting street and a principal building on a 
lot.  

1.  Front Building Setback:  The 
mi nimum allowable distance b e-
tween the right -of -way line of 
any abuttin g street and any part 
of a principal building on a lot. 
The front setback distance is 
applied along the full length of 
the right -of -way line and is p a-
rallel to it.  

2.  Rear Building Setback:  The mi n-

imum allowable distance b e-
tween a rear lot line and any 
part o f a principal building on a 
lot. The rear building setback 
extends along and is parallel to 
the full length of the rear lot 
line.  

3.  Side Building Setback:  The mi n-
imum allowable distance b e-
tween a side lot line and any 
part of a principal building on a 
lot. T he side building setback extends along and is parallel to the side lot line b e-
tween the front building setback and a rear building setback (if any).  

Principal Use:  The specific, primary purpose for which land or a building is used, such as re s-
idential livi ng, professional services, retail sales or manufacturing.  
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Structure:  Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires a location on the 
ground, including but not necessarily limited to, signs, buildings, parking lots, patios, 
pools, decks, well houses and canopies.  

Setback:  The shortest straight - line distance bet ween a street right -of -way or lot line and the 
nearest point of a structure or building or projection therefrom, measured at 90 degrees 
to the street or lot line.  The ñnearest point of a buildingò includes such projections as 
sun parlors and covered porche s, whether enclosed or unenclosed, but does not include 
steps and roof overhangs of 18 inches or less.  

Setback, Minimum:  The shortest distance allowed between a street right -of -way line or any 
other lot line and any principal or accessory building on a lot . Minimum setback r e-
quirements for buildings are associated with the type of lot line from which the setback 
is taken; for instance, a ñside yard setbackò is measured from a side lot line. 

Yard: An area that lies between the pri n-
cipal building on a lot and the nearest 
lot line.  

1.  Front Yard:  a yard extending the 
full width of the lot, located b e-
tween the street line and the front 
line of a principal building, pr o-
jected to the side lines of the lot.   

2.  Rear Yard:  a yard extending the 
full width of the lot an d situated 
between the rear lot line of the lot 
and the rear of a principal building 
projected to the side lines of the 

lot.   

3.  Side Yard:  a yard located between 
the side of a principal building and 
the side line of the lot and e x-
ten ding from the rear line of the 
front yard to the front line of the 
rear yard.  

4.  Court Yard:  A yard that is semi -enclosed on two or more sides by the walls of a 
building or structure or the extension of such walls.  

Zero Lot Line:  The location of a building on 
a lot in such a mann er that one or 
more of the building's sides rest d i-

rec tly on a lot line, such as ñpatio 
homes ò or ñtownhouses.ò 

 

 

 

Sec. 403.  Height and Density.  

No building or structure shall hereafter be erected, constructed, reconstructed or altered to:  

a.  Exceed the height limits.  

b.  House a greater number of families per acre or occupy a smaller lot area per family than 

are herein required.  

c.  Have narrower or smaller front, rear or side yards than are herein required.  


