SPOTLIGHT ON OCONEE

Oconee County is a vibrant and progressive place to be. In the following pages you, the taxpayer, will get a
report on the status of projects that are underway and the accomplishments that have been achieved. If you
desire additional details regarding any of these topics, please give me a call at 706-769-5120. Our intention is to
keep you as informed as possible on our progress.

Thank you for visiting this site.  Your comments will be appreciated.

Chairman Melvin Davis

Water

Recent rainshaveleft everyoneherefeding pretty good. It'shard to think about drought when liquid sunshineispouring
down. And thisyear hasbeen unusual becauseit has snowed. Nevertheless, the recent rainfall and colder precipitation
shouldn’t lull usinto carelessness. Thedrought isred andisgoing to bearound for along whileaccording to predictions.
Our conservation measures should become astandard part of our lives, not something we do because we haveto. We
should remember at al timesthat water ispreciousand useit that way. The current drought hasforced usto reorder our
priorities. Measures should now betaken to ensure that we do not dlip back into our wasteful habits.

Bear Creek Reservoir

At the present time, the Bear Creek Reservoir isat full capacity asmember counties continuetheir exceptional water
conservation management programs. Recent rainsin the drainage basin and increased river flows have hel ped tremen-
dously, but dueto thefact that the drought has been so severe, the A uthority will continue to monitor the situation on
adaily basis. The State Climatologist isstill predicting arather dry spring and summer, so conservationwill continueto be
amajor focus.

Court Ruling—L awsuit on Tri-SateWater from L akeL anier

An agreement reached by Georgiaand theU. S. Army Corpsof Engineersin 2003 for thealocation of water from Lake
Lanier wasinvalidated by afedera appellate court in February 2008. The agreement would have given Georgiaa25%
shareinthe capacity of thereservoir. Alabamaand Floridahave goneto court twiceover thealotment. A district court
foundinfavor of Georgia. The appellate court found in favor of Alabamaand Florida, concluding that the agreement
congtituted amajor changein operationsand wastherefore subject to Congressional approva. Georgiamust now decide
whether to havethe Supreme Court rulein the matter.

Thereservoir in north Georgiaknown asLake Sidney Lanier (or Lake Lanier) was created whentheU. S. Army Corps
of Engineersfinished building Buford Damin 1956 in Hall County. This project wasone of many to bedoneinthenation



following World War 11 to providefor hydroel ectric power and flood control. The reservoir encompasses 38,000 acres
and a so providesdrinking water to the metro-Atlantaregion. Thereservoir (LakeLanier) isfilled by the Chattahoochee
River, which aso drainsinto the Flint River, then to the A palachicolaRiver and then to the Gulf of Mexico. Georgia,
Alabamaand Florida have been trying to reach agreement on the sharing of water from thisreservoir for almost two
decades. [ For more background information, see hitp:/lanier.sam.usace.army.mil/history.htm ] .

TheTennessee River and Geor gia—Background infor mation

The Georgial egidature has passed abill that will authorize (if Governor Perdue signsit) astudy of thelocation of a
boundary line for Georgiain relation to Tennessee because the markers that were placed in 1818 and 1826 were
apparently placed inthewrong spots. Primitive equipment used at thetime seemsto bethe source of theerrors. A lega
description of wherethe boundary should beindicatesthat it should belocated 1.1 milesnorth of whereitisnow, which
would have placed it in the Tennessee River when the surveyswere done. That location, if validated, would alow for
Georgia saccessto thewater inthe Tennessee River. The boundary marker was moved to itspresent placein 1826. Its
origind location, markedin 1818, wasalsowrong. It will beinteresting to learn the outcome of thisdebate. Thisisnot the
first timetheissue hasbeen discussed. [ For moreinformation, click on http://www.amerisurv.com/content/view/4637/153 OF
www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2007_08/search/sr822.htm .

Hard L abor Creek Reservoir Progress

TheHard Labor Creek Management Board continueswith their effortstoward bringing this much needed source of
drinking water closer to fruition. Walton County has completed their bond i ssuance and the Oconee County issuanceis
initsfinal stages. A contract hasrecently been approved by the Management Board for the design of thedam, and land
acquisitionisproceeding, asisthe necessary wetland and stream back mitigation aspects of the project.

Uparadeon thel and Treatment System on Rocky Branch

HSF Engineering, from Snellville, Georgiahas been approved by the Board of Commissionersto proceed with thedesign
of anew wastewater plant at the Rocky Branch Land Application Site (LAS). The plant design will include atertiary
membranefiltration processthat will equal or better the quality of the effluent currently being produced by our Calls
Creek Plant. Thedesign processis expected to take several monthsto complete.

Asasidenote, therewasacomplaint registered with the State Attorney General concerning the processthat the county
followed, inthat it wasalleged that the county violated the State Open Meetingsand Open Records acts. In aresponse
tothat complaint, theAttorney Genera’ s Office dismissed the complaint and cleared the County of any aleged violation.
The County saved well over $70,000in design feesfrom the original round of proposalsasaresult of the RFPthat was
generated for the project and the processthat followed.

TheBudget

Every year at thistime department heads spend agood dedl of time devel oping their budget requests. Theserequestsare
presented to the Board of Commissionersin meetingsthat are open to the public. A thorough review of eachrrequestis
then doneand thebudget isfinalized for action at theregular June meeting of the Board of Commissioners. By statelaw,
county budgetsmust be balanced. A new fiscal year beginsevery July 1. A schedulefor the budget hearingsisposted at
http://www.oconeecounty.com/Budget/FY 2009Budget.htm .

OconeeCommunity Complex

OnMarch 10, 2008, the Oconee County Parks and Recreation Department assumed partial control of the new Oconee
Community Complex located on highway 53. The park will initially open the soccer fiel ds, tennis courts, playground,



picnic shelter and asection of walking trailswhilework continues on the Community Center and Senior Center. The
timing isperfect to host theever growing soccer program asthe Parks and Recreation Department preparesfor itslargest
single season enrol Iment of over 900 playersplaced on over 100 teams. In addition, the 8 new lighted tennis courtswill
relievethe crowded and popular courtsat Herman C. Michael Park.

The Parksand Recreation Department anti cipatesfull completion of Phasel in August 2008. For moreinformation on
parksand recreation programs please click on the department’slogo on the county home page www.oconeecounty.com .

Roadsand Bridges

A Trangportation Improvement and Maintenance (TIM) Plan amendment was passed by the Board of Commissionersat
itsmeeting on March 4, 2008 for road and intersection improvements. Approximately fifteen milesof county roadswill
be resurfaced or repaired at an estimated cost of $2,100,000. Thelist of roadsisasfollows. Great OaksLane (0.32mi.),
Ashland Drive (0.9 mi.), Old Salem Road (2.9 mi.), Hilltop Road (0.2 mi.), Pine Hill Road (0.15 mi.), Robin Hood Road
(1.75 mi.), Spring Hill Road (0.15 mi.), Grayson Lane (0.55 mi.), Echo Brook Trail (0.25 mi.), Debi Court (0.05 mi.),
DaAndraDrive (0.68 mi.), Oliver Bridge Road (3.5 mi.), Spartan Lane (0.6 mi.), Mason Mill Road (0.6 mi.), Rays Church
Road (2.2 mi.).

Intersection improvements at Mars Hill Road and Daniells Bridge Road will aso be made at an estimated cost of
$400,000.

SPLOST receiptswill fund these projects.



